RETURNS to several Orders of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 12 February 1834;— -for, 



-(!•)- 

A COPY of the Report of William Henri/ Curran , at the Investigation 
last September into the Conduct of the Police employed in the 
Collection of Tithes in the County of Monaghan. 



-(*•)- 

COPIES of Letters of the '23d April and lltli May 1833, from Sir 
William Cosset to Richard Hill, Sub-Inspector of Police in the County 
of Monaghan. 

■ (3.) 

COPY of Letter of the 8th May 1833, addressed to Chief Constable 
Mansfield from Richard Hill. 



Dublin Castle. 



(Mr. Henry Grattan.) 



(True Copy.) 



WILLIAM GOSSET. 



-(>•)- 

A COPY of % Report of William Henry Curran , at the Investigation last 
September irfto the Conduct of the Police employed in the Collection of Tithes 
in the County of Monaghan. 

q. * 3) Holles-street, 6 December 1 833 . 

I hIve the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, 
that in pursuance of a letter from Sir William Cosset, bearing * b | 

A nmiat id"! wherebv he informed me “ that he was directed by their Lxcellen 
iTfte m draw in, attention to the four afdavta ttoewith eu- 

Si contdned?^ 1 ^ 1 as theyVelTted'^L’ 

of Tuesday the 17 th of September commenced an investigation, on the ende 

° f CfirsTtrb 5 ;outhVb h e e fo™ t: « was ^7? which John Reilly, the deponem 
in « "ffiK above referred to, was the oa^pWj-ot. J ££ 

I,was occupied on the last-mentioned day and the P J 

evidence respectively tendered to me on the part of the “ I "P la,n “ t ' ' ““ of 
Mr. Robert Mansfield, Chief Constable of the con . y, John P Reilly’s 
police whose conduct upon the particular ^raslon. Mentioned J 

“;sri 

8a The cases which at the time of the 

having been withdrawn, and an affidavit made oy ra 
239- A 
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the charges which I proceeded to investigate, upon my resuming the inquiry, were 
accordingly those contained in the affidavits of the 'said Patrick Gillon, Robert 
jVPGee and Peter Murphy ; and upon those three cases I was occupied in receiv- 
ing evidence from the ist to the 5th of October, when the inquiry was brought to 
a final close. 

The evidence laid before me in the four several cases into which I had to inquire 
extended to considerable length, and is contained in an Appendix hereunto 
annexed, to which I beg to refer. 

Having now to make my report upon that evidence, it appears to me that I will 
discharge that duty more distinctly by not adhering to the precise order in which 
it was brought before me, but by respectfully submitting, for his Excellency’s 
information, a summary of the state of facts that seems to me to be the result of 
such parts of the evidence as were material to the question more immediately 
before me, viz. “ the conduct or intervention of the police,” together with the 
views, as bearing upon that question, which these facts have suggested to my 
mind. 0 ^ 

It appeared in evidence before me, that some days previously to the 16th of 
May last, viz. on the 3d of that month, Mr. Richard Hill, sub-inspector of the 
constabulary for the county of Monaghan, addressed to Mr. Mansfield, who was 
then stationed at Castleblaney in that county, a letter, marked in the Appendix 
No. 4, and of which the following is a copy : F 



“ Dear Sir, Clones, 3 May 1833. 

“ I have this morning received a communication from the Castle, in which I am 
directed (in consequence of Dean Roper’s representation, that no magistrate can 
be got to act on the occasion,) to cause a good police force to be collected from 
the adjoining stations to afford the protection required for the collection of tithes 
m Aughnamuilen parish. You will therefore put yourself in communication with 
Mr. Gray on the subject, and learn his opinion in respect of the number of men 
that may be required. I can make good the full number appertaining to your 
barony, 27 men, and any further reasonable addition that may be required. Mr. 
Irwin has been collecting in Farney for the last fortnight with only 13 police, and 
has not met with any resistance. You are only to act for the protection of the 
tithe co lectors ; and Mr. Gray should be informed that it will be expected of him 
to employ an extra number of assistants on his part to expedite the business as 
much as possible. I suppose Ballibay must be the place lor concentratina the 
police force. I do not know whether billets* will be afforded them or not. “Per- 
haps the magistrates will interest themselves on the point ; if otherwise, there must 
be lodgings procured m the most convenient maimer possible. Let me hear from 
you as soon as possible on this subject. 

“ Yours, in haste, 

“ (signed) Richard Hill . ” 

1 ■J t / urt J’ er appeared in evidence before me, that the said parish of Auzhnamullen 
had for the last four years been under the Tithe Composition Act; that the Rev. 
Uean Roper was the incumbent of that parish, and as such entitled under the said 
composition to the tithes thereof for the year 1833, and that Mr. Gray, mentioned 
in the above letter, was Samuel Gray of the town of Ballibay, the known tithe 
collectoi of Dean Roper. It further appeared in evidence before me, that the 
st! d addressed to Mr. Mansfield another letter, bearing date tile 

■ 1 ot M “y last (marked in the Appendix No. 5), and from which the following 
is an extract : ° 



Dear Sir, . Clones, 8 May 1833. 

I received your s of 6th 111st. this morning, with its enclosure, and have to inform 
& 11 T not t u r, mmd ' ul of tlle difficulties you may probably have to encounter 

ill the collection of Dean Ropers tithes. Jt is certainlv throwing a great degree 
ot lesponsibility on the constabulary to order them to act in such cases, without 
Z C0 ' 0 P erat,< “ a magistrate to direct them in any critical cases which may 
? ' ' ,, !™ 11 ’ ha ™§ volunteered a similar duty in Farney has formed the precedent. 

rh»t rt,. ho '' ever ll0 .P?’ lr . ocu cver y account I have lately seen in the public papers, 
bended thr^ 0p P° S,t ; on , IS ”°l hkel J ‘° offered now that might have been appre- 
u tt tZTf ba f k - 1 he |,e0ple S enerall - V seem *° have got more resigned 
to the business, from the expectation they entertain that this will be the last 

payment 
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payment they will have to make for such a purpose. I have not heard that Irwin 
has been vested with magisterial authority for the occasion he was engaged in. 
A letter from Crawley this day says, that he is out every second day on tithe 
business ; no opposition whatever. I am aware that Mr. Gray, whom and his 
assistants it will be your principal duty to protect, is not very popular with a certain 
class, and also that he is considered rather hot-headed. It will, therefore, require 
a good deal of coolness and caution on your part to check this in him, when you 
see it may be carried too far. I would not in your case allow him to dictate in the 
slightest degree, contrary to your own judgment. Fifty men are a large force to 
be spared from the constabulary for this one occasion, but I will use every exertion 
to accomplish it, if possible to the full extent, or at least very close on it. The 
great object will be that when collected, every effort should be used to have the 
matter concluded as soon as possible. 

“ (signed) Richard Hill'’ 

There was* also given in evidence before me a further letter (marked in the 
Appendix No. 6), from Mr. Hill to Mr. Mansfield, bearing date the t2th of May 
last, and from which the following is an extract : 



(Circular, confidential.) 



“ Sir, Dublin Castle, 11 May 1833. 

“ It has been represented that the constabulary in discharge of their duty, in 
aiding the clergy and lay impropriators in collecting tithes, have broken open the 
outer doors of houses, or assisted in doing so. I beg to inform you that it is not 
legal to do so, and that if any such practices have occurred, they ought to be dis- 
continued. 



“ I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 



‘ The Sub-inspector , 1 
Co. Monaghan.” J 



(signed) William Gosset." 



“ Dear Sir, Clones, 1 2 May 1 833. 

“ The above is a copy of a communication I have this day received, which it will 
be necessary to pay attention to. 



1 To Robert Mansfield, Esq .,1 
Constabulary, Castleblaney.” j 



(signed) Richard Hill." 



It was further proved before me, that on the two several days of the 16th and 
17th of May last, Samuel Gray, together with about t8 assistants or drivers, pro- 
ceeded from Ballibay to the parish of Aughnainullen, for the purpose of making 
distresses for tithes, then due to Dean Roper, and that upon each of those days, 
Mr. Mansfield, in pursuance of the order contained in Sub-inspector Hill’s letter 
of the 3d of May last, and attended by a party of the police, amounting to about 40, 
accompanied Samuel Gray, for the purpose of affording to him and his drivers 
such protection as might become necessary. It was further proved before me, 
that upon those occasions, Mr. Mansfield, with his party of police, moved along 
some one of the main roads leading through the parish ; that Samuel Gray always 
remained along with Mr. Mansfield ; that the greater number of the drivers sepa- 
rated from the police, and dispersed themselves through the surrounding country 
for the purposes of making distresses ; that the drivers, thus absent, were frequently 
at such a distance as to be altogether out of the view of the main body of the 
police; that Mr. Mansfield occasionally detached a serjeant and 10 or 12 of the 
police in the direction taken by the drivers so out of view, in order to afford any 
protection that might be required, but that as a general rule lie kept his entire 
party as concentrated as circumstances would permit; that the drivers from time 
to time rejoined Samuel Gray and the police, bringing in with them such cattle 
as they had distrained ; that those cattle were placed on the road, in front of the 
police, and driven on by some of Gray’s drivers, in such direction as he desired 
to proceed in order to make further distresses; and that all the cattle so distrained 
in the course of the day were conducted in the above manner, that is, driven on in 
front of the police, and lodged in the pound of Ballibay. 

It was further proved before me, that Mr. Mansfield, previously to his pro- 
ceeding on the above duty, and upon repeated occasions during its performance, 
distinctly cautioned Samuel Gray and his drivers that, doors were not to be broken 

230. ” a 2 open 
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open for the purpose of making distresses ; and that the drivers, in the execution 
of their duty, should conduct themselves with civility and moderation towards the 
country people, and do no improper act for which they could he amenable to 
the law. 

Having thus offered a general outline of the nature of the transactions from 
which the complaints that I had to investigate originated, I now be» leave to 
proceed to each of those complaints in detail, and in the order in which they were 
brought before me. 

John Rcilh/s Case. 

In this case it was proved before me, that on the 17th of May last two of Samuel 
Gray’s drivers distrained a cow, the property of John Reilly, on account of tithe 
amounting to the sum of 2s. 4J d., then due by Reilly to the Rev. Dean Roper- 
that immediately before, and at the time the distress w'as made, the cow was in 
the dwelling-house of Reilly ; that when the drivers approached the dwelling- 
house, the outer door of it was closed and fastened in the inside ; that the drivers 
for the purpose of effecting an entrance, proceeded to force in that door by striking 
it with stones and with their feet ; that a part of the door was thus broken in° 
when Reilly’s wife, who was inside, opened it and admitted the drivers. 

It was further found in this case, that the said dwelling-house of John Reilly 
was distant at the utmost not so much as half a mile from that part of the 
adjoining high road upon which it appeared that Mr. Mansfield and the police 
were at the time the distress was made ; but it was not proved before me that 
either Mr. Mansfield or any of his men saw the drivers attempting to break in the 
door ; neither was it satisfactorily proved to me that at the time the drivers were 
making such attempts, they could have been seen by Mr. Mansfield or any of 
his men. J 



It was also proved before me, that either immediately before or after Reilly’s 
cow was so distrained (for the evidence as to the precise time was conflicting), 
Reilly came up to Samuel Gray, who was then standing on the road near to Mr. 
Mansfield, and offered to pay his tithe on the spot: according to the evidence 
adduced on the part of the complainant, there was an actual tender of the amount 
of tithe then due by him, and such tender was made before his cow was distrained : 
according to the evidence produced 011 the other side, it would appear that Reilly, 
without making an actual tender, had merely asked Samuel Gray “ if he would 
then take the tithe, ’ and that this was not before, but after the distress was made. 
Hut whatever may have been the true state of facts as to those points, it was 
clearly established in evidence, that the tender or proposal (whichever it was) was 
rejected by Samuel Gray, and that Gray distinctly stated upon that occasion, that 
he would not take the tithe on the road and it was also admitted by Gray, 
who was examined as a witness in this case, “ that even if Reilly had tendered his 
tithe he would not have taken it there; for he found that, if he were to take 
money on the road, the effect would be to keep the police force on duty for many 
months ; whereas by not taking money on the road, the collection of tithes was 
greatly expedited. 



It was further proved before me, that immediately after this conversation with 
uray, John Reilly addressed Mr. Mansfield, and asked him “ what would be the 
consequence !f Grays men should go to his (Reilly’s) house, and rack it?” and that 
J' aI r! 61 1C 1 } ‘ ec ’ “ it be, you may blame yourself,” or in words to that 
fTp- “ a PPeared however, from John Reilly’s own evidence, that he thus 
a ctci lessee! Mr. Mansfield in the expectation that he would interfere and prevail 
aCC ?^ lhe tlthe > and not for the purpose of notifying to Mr. Mans- 
Bn , ia . Id y s c hj v ers were then in point of fact proceeding to effect a forcible 
•enhance into Reilly s house. On the contrary, it further appeared from the 
hi wo 0 ; Kelll ^, that ""mediately after this conversation with Mr. Mansfield, 



,■ , • , wuc,c Lue ponce uien were, and proceeded in tne 

fnl mi ? ° -‘ S own h( ‘ use ’ and dla t lie had already advanced half way, when he 
tor the first time saw the drivers in the act of breaking in the door. 
frr>m 'itlVk 11161 P 10 ^ ed before me, that Reilly’s house is distant about two miles 
mentinnprl c .°' v> a * ter having been so distrained as above- 

of the riniif. ff P aced a ]°ng with other distrained cattle, and driven on in front 
it was ? n HcwS i n ° ( U ^ var * ou ® P ait s of the parish ; that in the evening of that day 
Rcillv nf thp n 16 P°,- ll , nd ot ^hibay, and released therefrom, upon payment by 
liully of the "" lou “ of 1™ tithe, with 2 costs, and 5 d. poundage. 
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Patrick GiUoris Case. 



It was proved before me in this case, that on the 1 6th of May last, a cow, the 
property of the said Patrick Gillon, was distrained by four of Samuel Gray’s 
drivers on account of tithe then due to the Rev. Dean Roper, and that the amount 
of such tithe, for which Gillon was then liable to a distress, was 1 1 . u, 7 \d. 

It was further proved before me, that the cow, when so distrained, was in 
a cowhouse adjoining to Gillon’s dwelling-house, and that the outer door of the 
said cowhouse was fastened on the inside at the time that Gray’s drivers arrived 
on the premises for the purpose of making the distress. The evidence laid before 
me with respect to the mode in which the drivers effected an entrance was conflict • 
imr, but I feel bound by the weight of evidence to find, that, upon that occasion, 
the outer door of Gillon’s cowhouse was forcibly broken in by Samuel Gray’s said 
drivers. 

It was further proved before me, that at the time when such forcible entrance 
was made, Mr. Mansfield and his party of police were advancing along the high 
road, closely adjoining to which Gillon’s cowhouse is situate. There was conflict- 
ing evidence as to the precise spot upon which Mr. Mansfield and the police then 
were, but the weight of evidence was, and accordingly I so find, that they were 
then in such a position with respect to Gillon’s cowhouse, that they could not see 
the door of it, or witness the mode in which Gray’s drivers effected an entrance. 

It was further proved before me, that Patrick Gillon’s house is distant about 
two miles from Ballibay ; that the hour when the cow was distrained, was between 
1 1 and 12 o’clock, a . M.,and that the cow on being distrained, was placed in front 
of the police, and driven through various parts of the parish of AughnamuUen, and 
that it was on the evening of that day lodged in the pound of Ballibay. 

It was further proved before me, that some short time after Patrick Gillon’s cow 
was so distrained, Mr. Mansfield and the police, together with Samuel Gray and 
such of his drivers as were then with him, made a halt on the high road ; that upon 
that occasion, Patrick Gillon three several times tendered a 30 s. note to Samuel 
Gray in payment of the tithe then due, and required of Gray to release his cow; 
and that Gray upon each of these occasions refused to accept the money (which, 
it was proved before me, exceeded the amount of Gray’s demand against Gillon in 
respect of both tithe and costs) or to release the cow. It was also proved before 
me, that after the tender had been so refused by Gray, Mr. Mansfield desired 
Patrick Gillon “ to go off the road,” and said, “ that no money should be received 
on the road to detain his men.” . 

It was further proved before me, that while the police were so halted upon this 
occasion, and also at a subsequent period of the same day, refreshment, consisting 
of bread, and whiskey and water, was distributed by Mr. Mansfield’s directions 
among his men. It appeared, however, that the quantity of whiskey so distributed 
upon each of these occasions did not exceed a moderately-sized glass to each 
man, and it was not proved before me that any of the police were thereby rendered 
in any manner unfit for the due and proper discharge of their duty. 

Evidence was also produced in this case on the part of the complainant, 
with a view of proving that upon this day two of the police, then under 
Mr. Mansfield’s command, were in a state of intoxication; but the attempt to 
establish those charges appeared to me to have altogether failed. _ , 

It further appeared in evidence before me, that in the evening of that day, 
Patrick Gillon’s cow was released from the pound, upon payment by him to 
Samuel Gray of 1 1 . is. 7 d. for tithe, with 25. 6 d. costs, and of 5 to the 
pound-keeper. 

Robert M‘ Gee's Case. 



It was proved before me in this case, that on the 1 6th of May last, two of Samuel 
Gray’s assistants forcibly broke open the outer door of the said Robert M Gee s 
dwelling-house, and entering therein, seized a bunch of flax, the propel ty ot 
M'Gee, as a distress for & sum of 1 J. 3 »<*-. being the amount of the tithe 
then due by M'Gee to the Rev. Dean Roper. 

It was further proved’ before me, that Mr. Mansfield and his party of police 
were then in such a position as enabled them to have a view ot a portion ot 
M'Gee's house ; but it was not proved to my satisfaction that the door of that 
house was then within their view; on the contrary, the weight of the evidence 
was, that Mr. Mansfield neither did see, nor could have seen, the foiclble Mitry 
239. A 3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




6 



PAPERS RELATING TO COLLECTION OF 



made by Cray’s assistants ; and further, it did not appear, from any evidence » 
before me, that Mr. Mansfield was in any manner made aware on that div f 
M'Gee’s door had been broken in. “ CI,at 



Peter Murphy s Case. 

In this case it was proved before me, that on the 1 7 th of Mttv last a nnrtv of 
bamuel Grays drivers, consisting of six or seven, and accompanied 1™ Join!, 
Davison, an assistant or deputy collector of Samuel Gray, came to the house 
premises of Peter Murphy, for the purpose of distraining for the sum of <; r - ,7 
being the amount of tithe then due by Murphy to the Rev. Dean Roller' that 
those drivers, with stones and sticks, forcibly broke open, first the door of Pete, 
Murphy s barn, and afterwards the door of his cowhouse, and distrained t™ 
cows, the property of Murphy, which were then inside the latter 

R was turther proved before mo, that before such distress was made Pete, 
Murphy three or four several times tendered to Joseph Davison the sum if o , 
desiring bun to take out of it the amount of the tithe then due, and any costs 
that might be claimed ; that Davison refused to accept such tender, and not- 

hontedoor. 8 ha ™ g be0 " mad °’ thrected the drira ' s t0 break in the cow- 

It was further proved before me, that Peter Murphy’s two cows, when so dis- 
trained, were conveyed by the drivers to tile part of the adjoining main road where 
Samuel Gray with Mr. Mansfield and his party of police then were ; that Peter 

ms U t rP .i y , tbe “| t ,T de i ed 9 J t0 Samuel Gra I’’ in discharge of his tithe, ami any 
costs that might be claimed, and required of Gray to give up tile cows ; hut that 
Gray refused to accept the sum so tendered, or to release the cows, or either of 

It was also proved before me, that Peter Murphy soon after the refusal by Gray 
which 0 ht " der so , m , ade ’ proceeded to the part of the road in front of the police to 
which his cows had been driven, and that lie was there struck with a staff by one 
of Gray s drivers ; hut there was no evidence that Mr. Mansfield, or any of the 
pohee either saw the blow given, or were made aware that it had been riven 

QCCUD ed bThim ™ m ™ evlde r Mr - Mansfe ld, from the position then 
made The n to J have aeen , Peter Murphy’s premises when the distress was 
was thala sS "I* 1 *? < ? ired W"* 1 the police “ wfoww. of the transaction 
were then ,t ttoncT J “ f the , m ’ "' hid ' '» d been detached from the main body, 
ZlZ n 7“T ed °" the s ' de , ot a “ distant about 20 pcrchfes from Murphy’s 
the cowhoiwe toev n°, Ugh hey . C0Uld n0t from ll,at position see the door of 

It was S, ic 7 C ° U il b r 5 heard tba b "rst” when it was broken in. 
distanT atoe , 00,7,1 7 “ e “ tbis case > tbat p ct«' Murphy’s premises are 
aboTone or ,77 00 “', les f ™“ Blllliba yi that the distress was made 

driven hv a circnL ; P ' ; tbat tbe ‘"'0 cows after being distrained, were 
there oiUhat evento? , 6 °f several mlles to the pound of lluilibay, and lodged 
Murohv to Saw 1 7"' ie,1 t |lc e were released, on payment being made by Peter 

l7of y M « S o a re e p„Sk°eep 5 er: “ W f °‘' tith ° ^ aad »f the 

on I the 3 ™TofP g et t |.' e M bOVe t “■ a SUmmary ° f tbe malcria l facts proved before mo 
fhave to obse™ h^T y ’ “ sup P ort of tbe a »cpitions contained in bis affidavit, 
comol , inant n„ V” .7“°! 011 tbe evidence adduced on the side of the 

who cave a totadv d L T S ‘ de ’ the ?" ly "' ,tness Produced was Joseph Davison, 
been randned as 80 01 “T"' ° f tbe transa ctio„ ; but Joseph Davison had 
theeo™ Lll “f.!! 1 ,he P recet!ill g “se (that of Robert Wee), and in 
fact that I feel cm ncll °d » bsd s ° grossly prevaricated with respect to one material 
■fte Inh of ,h7 d r f g 7 as a unworthy of credit, 

my investiuatiou 7 ald . be f° re n ) e m the four several cases under 

broken in^bv Samuel p S . a mind ’ that 111 ea ch of them, outer doors were 

Mansfield and bic Jay s drivers ; but, although from the proximity of Mr. 
legality we^e^coinmitted life * ^ 7° W—d til those' acts of 
upon the evidence that ii 1 118 ^ now,ed S e and sanction, I am equally satisfied, 
they were committed in were not so committed, but that, on the contrary, 
to Samuel Gray and Ms d'rf' 1 contra ™ ltKra a caution repeatedly given by him 

to me in any o/tl,” case, ImLilr"!! r 1 . ! “ kl - tbat il was not P roved 

shortly after, of the fact tint 0,7 7 m was even a PP‘ >sed at. the tune, or 

j , 01 cue tact that outer doors had been so broken in. 

Another 
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Another view of those transactions as affecting Mr. Mansfield, which was relied 
upon on the part of the complainants, was that under the circumstances in which 
lie was placed, it was both in his power and his bounden duty first to have pre- 
vented those acts of illegality, and next, to have interfered upon the occasions of 
Samuel Gray’s having refused to accept the tenders made of the tithes and costs. 
Upon these points, Mr. Mansfield’s main ground of defence rested upon the par- 
ticular orders under which he acted. By sub-inspector Hill’s letter of 3d May 
1813, it was distinctly impressed upon him, that “ he was only to act for the pro- 
tection of the tithe collectors,” and the construction put upon those words, not only 
by Mr. Mansfield but by Mr. Hill himself (who was examined as a witness before 
me), appears to have been substantially as follows : namely, that in accompanying 
Samuel Gray and the other tithe collectors through the parish of Aughnaroullen, 
neither Mr. Mansfield nor any of his men were to take any part themselves in 
collecting tithes or making distresses, or to interfere with respect to payments of 
money or the settlements of accounts between Samuel Gray and the parishioners j 
that Mr. Mansfield’s express and only duty under his orders, being to afford pro- 
tection to the tithe collectors in the event of any attempt being made to offer 



violence to their persons, or to rescue the cattle distrained by them, he was best 
performing that duty by keeping his men as concentrated as possible ; that, 
although he would have felt bound to interfere if doors had been broken in, or any 
breach of the peace committed in his presence, still that it was not contemplated 
by his orders that he was to detach parties of his men with the several drivers of 
Samuel Gray for the purpose of watching* and controlling them in the discharge of 
their duty ; that, on the contrary, such a subdivision of his force, even if practi- 
cable, would have been inconsistent with the main object of his duty, which was to 
keep the body under his- command at all times in a condition to afford efficient 
protection to the tithe collectors, if the necessity for such protection should arise. 

Such having been the construction put upon those orders, not only by Mr. 
Mansfield, but by bis superior officer who issued them, I consider that the general 
course of conduct adopted by Mr. Mansfield was in accordance with those orders; 
the only instance in which there appeared to have been a deviation on his part 
from their strict tenor, was upon the occasion of his desiring one of the complain- 
ants (Patrick Gillon) “ to go off the road,” and saying “ that no money should be 
received on the road to detain his men.” With regard to this, 1 have to observe, 
that it seemed to me upon the evidence to have been the object oi Samuel Gray to 
expedite the collection of the outstanding tithes of the parish of Augnamullen, not 
merely by making numerous distresses, but also by relusing to accept ot tenders of 
money made on the road, in order thereby to intimidate the parishioners at large 
into coining in and paying their tithes at his office in Ballibay. But it was not in 
evidence before me that he adopted this course at the solicitation or by the direc- 
tion or advice of Mr. Mansfield. The impression made upon me by the entire of 
the evidence, was that Mr. Mansfield (so long as Samuel Gray refrained from any 
acts of violence or intemperance) did not conceive it to be any part of his duty 
under his orders, even where he •competent so to do, to pronounce upon the strict 
legality of Gray’s proceeding; that being there for the mere purpose of protection, 
he left it to Samuel Gray to take such course as he might have been advised, and 
to be answerable for the legal consequences ; and although the words so addressed 
to Patrick Gillon may afford evidence to convict Mr. Mansfield with the refusal on 
the part of Gray to accept tenders of money on the road, I think it only fair to- 
wards that officer to bear in mind, that he was employed upon a duty ot consider- 
able responsibility ; that he was justified, if by nothing else, by the mere fact ot 
his having been ordered upon it, in regarding the parish oi Aughnamullen as m a 
’ disturbed state, and a hostile attempt on the part ot the parishioners as not an im- 
probable event ; and that in such a situation it became a matter ot obvious pre- 
caution upon his part to keep the road between his party and the distrained cattle 
as clear as possible ; and if, under such circumstances, and in his general anxiety 
to bring the duty on which he was engaged teas speedy a close as practicable, he 
used expressions apparently implicating him as a party to Samuel Gray s determi- 
nation to refuse all tenders made on the road, I would respectfully submit it as my 
impression, that lie acted thus under a misconception of the law, and not with the 
purpose of sanctioning a proceeding that he believed to be illegal, and consequently 
that, in the eves of the Government, he should not be considered to have com- 
mitted more than an act of inadvertence, for which much m the way ot excuse 
may be found in the peculiar situation in which he was placed. 

i 3 g. ' 4 un 
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On the whole of the case, therefore, without offering any opinion as to ti 
extent to which Mr. Mansfield may have unintentionally rendered himself liable 
a court of law, as aiding in some of the acts of Samuel Gray, it appears to me 
upon a review of all the evidence laid before me, that his conduct as a chief con* 
stable of police acting under orders received from his superior officer, and in " 
capacity which he was justified by those orders in considering as essentially a m ili- 
tary capacity, was not such as ought to subject him to the censure of the Govern' 
ment. 

I beg leave to return herewith the five original affidavits transmitted, and 
I have the honor, & c. 

(signed) William Henry Curran. 



APPENDIX referred to in the foregoing REPORT, 



John Reilly's Case. 

John Reilly sworn : 

Holds land in Aughnamullen parish; holds two acres and a rood there ; pavs tithe 
to Dean Roper ; the yearly tithe 2 5. 4 h rl ; the land is under the Tithe Com- 
position Act ; recollects the ! 7th of May last ; on that day saw Samuel Grey, Dean 
Roper’s tithe proctor, on the road, rather less than half a mile from witness's 
house; Grey was collecting tithes on that day; several persons were with him- 
it was about the middle of the clay ; witness then owed 2 s. 4 £ d., that is, one 
year’s tithe ; thinks it was for the year 1832, had got no receipt, but was in no 
arrear of tithe ; witness went up to Samuel Grey on the road and tendered him 
half-a-crown and some halfpence, to take the tithe out of it ; Grey said he would 
take no money that day on the road ; Mr. Mansfield, chief constable of police, 
was there with a party of police ; witness, alter Grey refused the money, turned 
round to Mr. Mansfield, and asked him “ what would be the consequence if 
trreys men should go to his (witness’s) place, and rack it;” Mansfield said, “if it 
be, yon may blame yourself,” or words to that effect ; witness then rail towards 
home ; two of Samuel Crey’s men were in the act of breaking in the door of wit- 
ness s house ; the police had remained on the road ; witness called on a-head not 
to break the door, but that it should be opened for them ; cannot say whether the 
police heard witness so calling ; Grey’s two men partly broke in the door witli 
stones and their reet ; the door was a strong one'; witness’s wife, who was inside 
in the house, seeing the door split, opened it for Grey’s men ; they went into the 
house; there were then a cow and a heifer in the house; Grey’s men took the 
cow which had calved on the 1st of May; they took the cow to the pound of 
liallibay, which is about two miles from witness’s house; the cow was driven 
about the country for a considerable time before it was taken by Grey’s men to 
the pound ; witness, late in the evening of the same day, got back his cow from 
the pound-keeper upon paying 5d. poundage, and 2 s. costs, to one of Grey’s men 
(U eorge Waive) ; Grey was present ; witness also paid Samuel Grey, at the same 
time, the 2 s. 4 Id. tithe, which witness had previously tendered on the road; 
understood the 2 s. 6 d. to be the costs of the distress ; no demand of the tithe 
had been previously made on witness ; had heard that advertisements were posted 
m the parish for the payment of this tithe ; such advertisements usually call on 
the parties paying the tithe to come in and pay it ; did not see Mr. Mansfield 
again on that day. 

Witness’s house could be seen from the road on which Grey and the police 
were ; the police could have seen it if they had looked that way ; when witness 
shouted out to Greys two men the police were near enough to hear him; when 
witness asked Mo Mansfield, “ what would be the consequence of Grey’s men 
racking bis house, he expected he would interfere with Grey to receive witness’s 
tithes ; and also, as witness had heard that Grey’s men had broken other houses, 
he was afraid they would break his too. The police did not interfere to prevent 
is ouse from being broken. Some of the police were along with Grey’s men 
vlren they were driving the cow to the pound. (Mr. Mansfield here admits that 
SS 1 a "“ ™ P art y w ®e in company with Grey’s drivers till the cattle taken 
101 tithes that day were lodged in the pound.) Witness has nothing to complain 

acainst 
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against the police that day : cannot tell who told witness that advertisements for 
the payment of tithes were up in the parish ; did not hear where the advertise- 
ments were posted ; cannot tell how long before the 17th of May he heard of the 
advertisements being posted ; it might be more or less than a month previously ; 
never heard of two descriptions of notices ; cannot tell the time of the year he 
usually paid his tithe ; knows the time he pays his rent, for he knows that the bai- 
liffs were in the habit of calling for it; was in the habit of getting a receipt from 
his landlord, Mr. Gratton ; .thinks it was the 1 7th of May he was driven for tithe 
by Grey ; cannot recollect having any conversation with any one about the pay- 
ment of this tithe; did not threaten Grey in his own house as to the collection of 
the tithes ; never asked time from Grey for this tithe ; never told Grey that if he 
went to collect the tithe he would he shot ; never had any conversation with Grey 
about the collection of the tithe; does not know the name of the gentleman before 
whom he swore his affidavit; heard the affidavit read, hut did not read it himself; 
it was read by James Marrow; Marrow is not Mr. Gratton’s agent; cannot tell 
in whose handwriting the affidavit is; was asked the substance of it before it was 
written ; tendered an affidavit before a magistrate in this court some time in June 
last ; it was not taken ; it was read over to witness ; witness took notice of the 
word “expense,” or some word being in it, and that witness mentioned no such 
word when lie made a proposal for his tithe ; knows serjeanl Irwin and Mr, lntee, 
of the police in this town; knows Hamilton also. 

When witness tendered the money to Grey his drivers had not, to witness’s 
knowledge, his cattle in pledge for the tithe ; before witness had got to his house 
the driver had taken his cow ; witness was about midway between the police and 
his house when he saw the drivers breaking the door ; did not see them come to 
his house ; when the drivers were breaking his door he would have had as good an 
opportunity of seeing them from the road as the police ; cannot say that any of the 
police knew his house from any other house. When witness applied to Mr. Mans- 
field to interfere with Grey to receive the tithe some of the police were present, 
and so near that they could hear witness ; witness showed or offered no money to 
Mr. Mansfield ; he did not pay his tithe before that day, there being a report that 
no tithe was to be paid, and “ why should he pay more than another ?” cannot 
say from whom he heard the report, it was a general report; Brien M'Geough, 
the bailiff of Mr. Gratton, came one day to his house, and spoke upon this matter ; 
he asked, “did witness wish the state of his case to be known to Mr. Gratton?” 
witness .answered, “he did wish M c Geough should write, and state it to 
Mr. Gratton ;” made no complaint to any person about the conduct of the police 
until M'Geough applied, for witness did not know where to get satisfaction ; knows 
that the Ballibay police are in the habit of acting as such in this district ; has never 
himself seen any misconduct on the part of the police, but cannot tell the voice of 
the country as to their general character. 

M'Geough, alter the first conversation with witness, came again to him, and 
told him that the landlord had written to M'Geough to bid witness and others 
complaining to come in, and make their statements to Mr. Marrow and 
Mr. M'Clean. 

Does not know of any resistance to the payment of tithes in the townland where 
he lives ; there never was any combination to bis knowledge or hearsay against 
tithes in that townland ; had heard, by general report, that the landlords were to 
pay the tithes; heard that 2 s. 6d. was charged on all the cattle distrained for 
tithes, and on all pledges for tithes. 

There was a general report that there was an opposition to tithes in the parish 
of Aughnamullen ; heard that shots were fired at both sides, that is, by the country 
people, and the collectors of Samuel Grey, or himself; the parish (Ballibay) in 
which witness heard that Samuel Grey was attacked, adjoins the parish of Aughna- 
mullen ; did not hear that it was in consequence of 25. 6 d. costs exacted by Grey 
that lie was attacked. 

Peter JPG tough. 

Holds five acres of land in the parish of Aughnamullen; pays tithes to Dean 
Roper ; it is 5 a. 6d. a year ; remembers the day John Reilly’s cow was distrained 
for tithe in May last ; lives on the same townland, and about four acres from 
Reilly’s house ; went upon the road to Samuel Grey ; Mr. Mansfield and the 
police were there. John Reilly came forward, and asked Grey, “ would he take 
his tithe?” Grey said, “Jack, I will not.” Reilly then said, “ Wlrnt will 1 do, it 
239. b t he y 
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they come and take any distress from me? I wish you would s i, e me a hit i 
note, that I would give the men to prevent their distraining or breaking any tllv ' 
till you will have time to take the money saw Reilly tender s, fi/ g ’ 

halfpence to Grey ; John Reilly said, “ What will I do 5 ” Grey said me 

mke chance;" heard Reilly talk to Mr. Mansfield, but did not hear what they “7 
This was after the money was refused. Witness then ran on before Reilly 1 .if 
direction of Reilly s house ; saw two or three of Samuel Grey’s men at 15 “if. 
door; they wanted to get in; they were dashing and driving at the door • the. k n 
sticks in their hands ; Reilly then came in view, and called out to them’ “ nnt^ 
break the door and that he would open the door himself;” a man then riding 
Samuel Greys horse, called out, “Would not they (Grey’s men) go on?” A nm 
of the door was broken to, when the woman of the house opened the donV- P 
Grey’s men take the cow out ; the place where Grey and the police then lerl ” 
not half a mile from Keillys house ; Reilly was about half-way to his hon°e when 
his door was broken ; heard Reilly shout out to the men “ not to break the door ” 
The police might have heard Reilly’s shout ; did not hear Reilly call uoon the 
police to interfere ; there is a hollow between the road and Reilly’/ house- saw he 
cow after she was taken (Mr. Mansfield here admits that Reilfy’s cow w as „ „ 
tected by the police on that day, till she was lodged in the pouttd) ; saw none of 
the police intoxicated or tipsy, or drinking that day; saw no improper aVbvth/ 
po ice that day ; the police could have seen the men breaking Reilly’s house • if tl, P 
police had gone with Reilly they might have prevented its being br/ken ; had heart 
that in future The landlords were to pay the tithe ; had not heard of any resistance in 
the parish to the payment of tithes ; the parishioners sometimes pay eaidy, sometimes 
if, ’ k p '?'J S that tbe ’tithes of the townland where witness lives were not paid on the 
7 \ of May last, heard that Samuel Grey’s men were out trying to collect tithes 
previously to the l 7 th of May; did not hear at that time, but sffieard That the e 
was some dispute at Lough English ; it was opposition to Samuel Grey and his men 
but cannot say whether it was about cess or tithes. The townland of Dmnkeeren’ 
where wrtness fives, is peaceable ; there \vas no opposition to tithes in that townland ■ 
never heaid of any disturbance against Samuel Grey in that townland before. 

The case for the complainant here closed. 

Dli FENCE. 

produced and shown to the Witness^ ’ d mm led, were here 

No. i. — Tithes. 

Parishes of Aughnamullen, Ballibay and Tallycorbet 

live tithes, that will then become* due for the ™r*8< 2 wid "nll° ' 

due thereon to the very Rev Dean Ron R ! „ 3 ’ , r a11 for , mer an ' ears 

Rev John Hnre • .,mt t] f Ko P c >> Rev. Hercules Langreshe, and the 

a y ht , that ma y re,na,n un P ait > after that date I will imme- 

diately proceed to recover the same as the law directs. 

Ball, bay, 2 October , 832. Shmuel Grey, Receiver. 

Robinson and Son, printers) Monaghan. 

No. 2.— Notice. 

All persons who stand indebted for tithes in the nnrUh™ nfP n;i i a i 
namnllpn m-P r P nn 0 ^ a A * ^ .1 ine P ail snes ot Ralhbay and Augh- 

Ballibay, 2 May 1 8 1 ? S. c- , ^ ^ . 

J Samuei Grey , Receiver. 

Robinson and Son, printers, Diamond, Monaghan. 

Posted 
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Posted No. 1 . on the church, chapels, meeting-houses, and all public places in 
the parish of Aughnamullen a few days after the 2d of October 1832; acts as 
clerk for Samuel Grey, and makes entries in his books relating to the tithes of 
Aughnamullen, Tallycorbet and Ballibay. Previously to the 17th of May last the 
tithes of Aughnamullen were not paid ; there was a combination throughout the 
parish not to pay tithes. Knows this from being a deputy-collector for Samuel 
Grey for the last eight years; knows the tithe-payers had paid very regularly; 
they usually paid in the months of November and December before and since the 
composition which took place in 1829. Witness and Grey went out three days 
in Aughnamullen parish between the 2d of October and the 1 7th of May last. On 
each of those days Samuel Grey and his men were obstructed and attacked ; horns 
were sounded ; the country people gathered in all directions, with all kinds of 
weapons, spades, shovels, grapes, pitchforks, scythes, fire-arms and pikes. At 
every place that Grey’s men went to on those three days, they met the same oppo- 
sition ; the people attacked witness, Samuel Grey and his men, by throwing stones, 
and by endeavouring to surround them. On those three days, Grey’s party did 
not fire, in consequence of the dread of shedding blood. Witness told Grey “ it 
would be better to give over, or they would be murdered.” Witness gave this 
advice in consequence of the appearance of the country. Posted a second Notice 
(marked No. 2) a few days after the 2d of May last, between the last of the three 
days and the posting of the second notice; went out with Grey, and called upon 
the people for their tithes. They said, “ in consequence of the disturbed state of 
the country they dare not pay ; that their houses would be burnt and their places 
all destroyed.” Ballibay is the town to which the parishioners of Aughnamullen 
brin'T their produce for sale. It is the most convenient part of the parish for the 
collector's office. Samuel Grey keeps a public-house in this town ; it is frequented 
by the parishioners. Posted Notice No. 2 on the church and chapel of Aughna- 
mullen. on the front of a public-house in the town of Ballybay, and on every place 
of worship in the parish. The reason of the second notice being printed and 
posted by Grey was, that having received an order for the assistance of the police, 
he did not wish, if/ the people would come in and pay their tithes, to have them 
put to expense. — [Notice No. 2 is here read to Witness.'] — Understands by the 
word “ military” the police. Between the posting of Notice No. 2 and the 1 6th of 
May, some of the parishioners came in to pay tithes. Between those days witness 
often told the people, as he happened to meet them, to come in and pay tithe. 
Grey called indiscriminately upon all the parishioners to pay tithe; they all gave 
the same answer as above stated, and the same reasons for not paying. On the 
third day, when Grey went as above stated, he had 12 men with him, four were 
armed with fire-arms, the rest with sticks to drive the cattle ; some ot them were 
wounded ; witness, Mr. Grey and others were injured by blows of stones. It was 
the common report, of the country between the 2d of October 1832 and the 16th 
May 1833, that there were nightly meetings in Aughnamullen and the country 
round against the payment of tithes, and witness was cautioned by several *.* not to 
go out, or he would be murdered.” Knows John Reilly for eight yearn back ; 
witness and he were on good terms; Reilly frequents Grey’s public-house. Between 
the posting of the two notices, had a conversation with Reilly at Grey s public- 
house; Reilly came in, and said to Grey, “ You dare not go now to collect tithes ; 
and there will be no more tithe; Mr. O’Connell and my landlord, Mr. Giattan, 
will soon capsize it; and if you attempt to go out you will be shot. > Grey made 
some remark, when Reilly said, “ You are a bloody orange rascal.’ Grey then 
took him by the shoulder and handed him out of the door. The conversation was 
after night. Reilly seemed as if he had been drinking on the 16th and 17th ot 
May last; witness acted as second to Grey. Knows John Reilly previously ; saw 
him on the 17th of May, the day his cow was distrained ; saw him first on that day 
between Reilly’s house and the road where the police were standing ; Reilly was 
then going towards the police from his own house; at that time Greys two 
assistants had the cow in their possession. Witness was not more than 20 perches 
from Reilly’s house, between the house and the police, w-hen his cow was taken ; 
saw the cow driven into the house by a woman, and the drivers pursuing the cow; 
in a few minutes after saw the drivers bring out the cow. The gable end of the 
house faced the witness, so that he could not see the door of the house ; did not 
hear Reilly shout out to the drivers not to burst open the door. Witness proceeded 
in company with the two drivers to the road where the police were ; the next time 
after that he saw Reilly was about 15 minutes, and Reilly was then proceeding 
■> a from 

239. « 2 
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from the direction of his own house towards the police. If Reilly had shouted t 
the drivers not to break his door, witness must have heard him. Knows that ir 't 
of the country very well ; knows the exact position in which the police were on 
this occasion; was on the spot this day. Witness, on his oath, could not from that 
spot see Reilly’s house ; Grey had at the least 18 assistants with him on the i~th 
of May ; their business was to make distresses for the tithe due to Dean lloper- 
those assistants separated, and scattered themselves over the country in search of 
distresses. Part of Aughnamullen is tithe-free. The assistants scattered them 
selves in order to prevent the tithe-owners driving the cattle off; saw the people 
on that day driving- the cattle off in all directions. Oil that day the police under 
Mr. Mansfield’s command marched to some eminence, and then halted; the drivers 
then went in small parlies to several houses, and when the drivers had’ occasion to 
go out of sight of the main body of the police, Mr. Mansfield sent a serjeant and 
12 men to an eminence, for the purpose of seeing that no breach of the peace 
should lake place between the people and the drivers ; on some occasions the 
drivers had occasion to follow cattle out of sight of the police. Samuel Grey's 
perpetual direction to the drivers was “to proceed on their duty as modest as pos 
sible, and not to offend any one ; rather to take than give offence, and on no account 
to break open doors ” The people would not have paid the tithes, if their cattle 
had not been distrained. After Reilly’s cow was taken, saw him come on the road 
and speaking to Grey. If Samuel Grey waited to take money tendered to him on 
the road, he would not have collected the tithe of the parish to this day ■ never 
knew of money tendered to Grey till the pledge or beast was in custody. ’ Heard 
Mr. Mansfield state to Grey “ that the police were there to protect the peace of 
the county ; and that the drivers were for their owll duty, and should do it mildly 
and not to enforce them.’’ Witness always left Mr. Mansfield on the road and 
found him there on his return. Every day they were out.but one, namely’ the 
Q2d of May. Mr. Mansfield left Ballibay in the morning with his men, arid re- 
lumed m the evening with them; considers, as far as witness can form a judgment 
that the conduct of Mr. Mansfield and his party on that occasion was correct! 
Mr. .Mansfield was constantly in uniform ; never saw John Reilly tender money to 
Grey in Mr. Mansfields presence. Samuel Grey generally remained with the 
main body or the police while the drivers were dispersed. 

Never saw a house broken open on the 17th of May ; did not see Reilly’s door 
Inoken ; heard Reilly on the road that day say to Grey that his door was broken, 
id his house racked ; that was alter his cow was takpn : 



, r: , y , ua y say 10 urey that ins door was broken, 

and Ins house racked ; that was after his cow was taken. Witness made no inquiry 
of the drivers whether they had broken Reilly’s door', did not think it his duty so 

“ IT" a ' " nks " Ut " s T tQ ask tlle if they have performed theirs ; 

bud heard before he 17th ot May that tlm Government had directed that doors 
should not be broken open ; does not consider it to he his duty to report to Grev 
the conduct of the drivers. Witness proceeded, according to Notice No. 1, to 
collect the tithe ; cannot be accountable for what the drivers did ; considers that 
when Notice No, 1 was posted, the tithe-owners were hound to come in and pay, 
but that for any tithe unpaid Grey was entitled to proceed and distrain. 

[By the consent of the parties the further examination of this Witness was 

5£”c 1 afier thc neM wilness ’ Richari mu ' sh ° m hm *«*» «* 

l Ric ' wr / ? il ! if S T ills .P ectOT of police for the copnty of Monaghan.— [Four 
Utters, of which the following are copies, marked respectively Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6, 
were here produced , and shown to the IVitness. J 

No. 3. 

«* Ttr?u* r . Dublin Castle, 23 April 1833. 

With reference to your letter of the 21st instant, transmitting one from Dean 
Roper, respect! ng th e military aid proposed to be afforded to him' in the collection 
ot his tithes, I am to observe that the Dean must apply to the magistrates of the 
to . attenc [ on that occasion, imd if they refuse, he must report their names, 
and the ciicumstances to the Lord Lieutenant. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

“ (signed) JVm. Cosset.” 

No. 4. 
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No. 4. 

“ Dear Sir, Clones, 3 May 1833. 

“ I have this morning received a communication from the Castle, in which I am 
directed (in consequence of Dean Roper’s representation, that no magistrate can 
be got to act on the occasion) to cause a good police force to be collected from 
the adjoining station to afford the protection required for the collection of tithes 
in Aughnamullen parish. You will therefore put yourself in communication with 
Mr. Gray on the subject, and learn his opinion in respect to the number of men 
that may be required. I can make good the full number appertaining to your 
barony, 27 men, and any further reasonable addition that may be deemed necessary. 
Mr. Irwin has been collecting in Farney for the last fortnight with only 13 police, 
and has not met with any resistance. You are only to act for the protection of 
the tithe-collectors ; and Mr. Gray should be informed, that it will be expected of 
him to employ an extra number of assistants on his part to expedite the business 
as much as possible. I suppose Ballybay must be the place for concentrating the 
police force. I do not know whether billets will be afforded them or not. Perhaps 
the magistrates will interest themselves on the point ; if otherwise, there must be 
lodgings procured in the most convenient manner possible. Let me hear from you 
as soon as possible on the subject. 



“ Robert Mansfield, Esq. I 


“ Yours, in haste, 


Constabulary, Castleblaney.”/ 


“ (signed) Richard Hill.” 




No. 5. 


“ Dear Sir, 


Clones, 8 May 1833. 



“ I received yours of the 6th instant this morning, with its enclosures, and have 
to assure you, that I am not unmindful of the difficulties you may probably have to 
encounter in the collection of Dean Roper’s tithes. It is certainly throwing 
a great degree of responsibility on the constabulary to order them to act in such 
cases without the co-operation of a magistrate to direct them in any critical cases 
that may occur. Irwin having volunteered a similar duty in Farney barony, has 
formed the precedent. I should' however hope, from every account I have lately 
seen in the public papers, that the same opposition is not likely to be offered now 
that might have been apprehended three weeks back ; the people generally seem 
to have got more resigned to the business, from the expectation they entertain that 
this will be the last payment they will have to make for such a purpose. I have 
not heard that Irwin has been vested with magisterial authority for the occasion 
he is engaged in. A letter I had from Crawley this day says, that he is out every 
second day on tithe duty; no opposition whatever. I am aware that Air. Gray, 
whom and whose assistants it will be your principal duty to protect, is not very 
popular with a certain class, and also that he is considered rather hot-headed. It 
will therefore require a good deal of coolness and caution on your part to check 
this in him, when you see it may be carried too far. I would not, in your case, 
allow him to dictate in the slightest degree contrary to your own judgment. Fifty 
men are a large force to be spared from the constabulary for this one occasion ; 
but I will use every exertion to accomplish it, if possible, to the full extent; or at 
least very close on it. The great object will be, that when collected, every effort 
should be used to have the matters concluded as soon as possible. As you stated 
that your observations were merely intended to be confined to myself, they shall 
not go further ; and what I have now said to you are intended to be used in same 
way. You will observe, that in the 50 men before mentioned, the entire force of 
your barony are to be included. 

“ In allusion to Constable Thompson’s memorial, I shall forward it this day, but 
would have been better pleased it had gone direct from himself. The address 
should have been, “ Sir William Gosset, &c. &c.,” and the superscription, “ The 
Under Secretary, &c. &c. Dublin Castle.” In my former communication respecting 
the removal of Constable Farrell to Broomfield, I did not absolutely put a veto on 
it, but explained to you that I had some reluctance (if it could be avoided), as 
I was aware the man had been shifted about very much for the last eight or 10 
months, and from his long standing in the county, I thought he might be entitled 
to a little indulgence. He evidently is adverse to it himself, from a letter I received 
from him on the subject. However, if you still continue to wish the arrangement 
to take place, I have no objection to fully authorize you to make it by sending 
Farrell to Broomfield, and putting Hartley to succeed him. Broomfield l know 
is not yet prepared as a station, no furniture having been sent lor it as yet ; and 
239. b 3 lhe 
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the rest of the party intended for it are now lodged at Carrickmacross. Let me know 
as early as possible what time the additional force will be required at Ballibay 
and what arrangements have been made for them. 

“ Yours truly, 

“ (signed) Richard Hill" 



No. 6. — (Circular Confidential.) 

“ Sir, Dublin Castle, 1 1 May 1 833. 

“ It has been represented that the constabulary, in discharge of their duty, in 
aiding the clergy and lay impropriators in collecting tithes, have broken open 'the 
outer doors of houses, or assisted in doing so ; I beg to inform you that it is not 
legal to do so, and that if any such practices have occurred they ought to be dis- 
continued. 



I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble servant 



“ The Sub-Inspector,) 
Co. Monaghan.” J 



“ (signed) William Gossct." 



“ Dear Sir, . Clones, 12 May 1833. 

“ The above is a copy of a communication I have this day received, which it will 
be necessary to pay attention to. I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
the 10th, this morning. I have not received any official communication respecting 
yours and Mr. Crawley’s claims for travelling allowances, while coming to this 
county, in September last; you must be aware that such occurrence took place in 
the lifetime of the late Inspector-general, who was then the only person qualified 
to give the necessary certificate. I had a copy of Sir William Gosset’s reply to 
Mr. Irwin, from Mr. Crawley, two days ago ; but as I had no right to consider that 
as a sufficient authority for me, I have written this day to Sir William Gosset, stating 
the claims both you and Mr. Crawley have made, and begging his authority for 
m y paying them, which I have no reason to suppose he will refuse. I deemed it 
necessary to be cautious in this respect, when I inform you, that in the early part of 
my official duty, as paymaster in this county, I paid Mr. Johnston for two days’ 
extra allowance he claimed for doing duty in county Tyrone, and charged it in my 
account to the Government, which as usual went through the hands of the Inspector- 
general ; no notice was taken of this for better than a year after, when my accounts 
were undergoing examination ; for the first time I then received a letter f. om the 
Chief Secretary of that day, desiring an explanation of that charge, as it had not 
been certified by the Inspector-general. I wrote, therefore, for the necessary certi- 
ficate, but Major D’Arcy refused, alleging that lie did not consider tile claim 
entitled to consideration. The amount was, therefore, charged by the Government 
to me. I had to call on Johnston to refund: this will show you how necessary it 
is for persons in my situation to be very exact as to regulations. As a great delay 
w.? CCU !i commenc \ n 8 tiie tithe business in Cremorne, I propose sending, on 
Wednesday next, to Ballibay, the additional force required from this side of the f 
county. 1 could never have expected to have them lodged all together; were they 
to be furnished with billets, it would be of course in a scattered manner through 
the town. This cannot be helped, as we must submit to circumstances. The large 
101 ce I had here were obliged to be scattered in every direction. The charge for 
then lodging was 3 s. 6 d. per month, for each man. As you are aware that two 
men can be accommodated in one bed, I should conceive the most extravagant 
chaige would scarcely exceed that. I have written very forcibly on the- subject of 
t e usual allowance, as paid for assizes duty, being granted on these occasions; 

I hope it may be complied with. When I had written so far your dragoon arrived 
ere. I do not see any necessity for altering the arrangements I have already stated. 
My opinion is, there would be no use in transmitting Major Richardson’s letter, as 
I do not think the Government would act on it, so it is better to let matters go on 
as originally intended. Sub-constable Moor arrived here yesterday from Derry, in 
place ot Mr. Peak ; he is married and has four children; and as Mr. Johnston 
expressed a wish to have him in his district, as being an old acquaintance, I will send 
you in his place a single man, who will be preferable. You will please to give 
oiders to your men to resume white trowsers; but as perhaps it will be more con- 
venient to them at times while on tithe duty to wear cloth ones, you will use your 
discretion m that respect. ’ J 

“ Yours truly, * 

“ (signed) Richard Hill-" 
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“ I have kept your dragoon for the night. I forget whether I informed you before, 
that orders have been received for affording Mr. Langrishe the same assistance for 
collecting in his parish, as has been granted to Dean Roper ; the two join, and the 
one collector or agent acts for both, viz. Mr. Gray.” 

“ To Robert Mansfield, Esq. I 
Constabulary, Castleblaney.” J 

The witness here proves that the original of the copy above, marked No. 3, was 
received by him, and that the originals of the copies respectively above, marked 
Nos. 4j 5 and 6, are all in his handwriting, and were addressed by him to 
Mr. Mansfield. Witness has a general charge over the officers of police throughout 
this county ; all the reports from the officers of the police go through him since 
November last. From these reports, and from his knowledge of the state of the 
country, he considers it to have been rather disturbed up to the 16th of May, and 
even as not quiet up to the present. Would not consider it justifiable in a police 
officer to subdivide his men, for the purpose of protecting individuals in the collec- 
tion of tithes. Witness has impressed on Mr. Mansfield and other police officers, 
not to send out small parties on duty of that kind, or any duty where large parties 
could be sent. 

Witness had heard that the parish of Aughnamullen was disturbed. The 
disturbance to which he alludes was general, including opposition to tithes; the 
parish of Aughnamullen and the parish of Dunnamine, in the barony of Farney, 
join; in the latter parish great disturbances existed last winter; it was necessary 
to call out the King’s troops to assist in the collection of tithes ; heard that 
Mr. James Montgomery Read was fired at and wounded ; a mounted policeman 
was killed in November last by the mob, on the collection of tithes, on the mail- 
coach road at Broomfield, close to the parish of Aughnamullen. 

It is the duty of the police to protect the tithe payer as well as the tithe receiver. 
It is not the duty of the police to take the tithe, or to interfere about the payment 
of money, but to prevent a breach of the peace ; thinks that a police officer ought 
to do all he could to induce a’tithe collector to receiv.e the sum demanded if ten- 
dered to him, and not to proceed to distrain. 

Witness acted in pursuance of the letter produced (No. 6) ; was to expedite 
the collection of tithes by directing a sufficient force to protect the collection of the 
tithes of Aughnamulleu and Ballibay, of course as the law directs ; had not seen 
the Notices Nos. 1 & u; the tithe collector, in witness’s conception, was to be 
protected from the violence of the mob. If an attempt was made to rescue any 
cattle distrained from the police, the police were to prevent such rescue. If any 
money was paid to the tithe collector, the police were to prevent any forcible 
attempt to take the money from him ; the police were not employed to collect 
the tithe arrears, but to prevent breaches of the peace during the collection. When 
cattle were distrained, the police were bound to protect such cattle ; the police, in 
assisting to collect the tithes, were not themselves to compel the payment; where 
any persons, without necessity, broke open doors, or knocked down others, the 
police would be bound to interfere. If the amount of tithe claimed is tendered in 
the presence of a police officer to the collector, and refused, and the collector then 
proceeds to break open the door and distrain the cattle of the party so tendering, 
in such case, witness thinks the police were bound to interfere, so far as they knew 
of it. — [Letter No. 6 is here shown to Witness .']— Heard the evidence on the part 
of the complainant as to the breaking of Reilly’s door. If the police saw the dooi' 
broken open, as described in the evidence, they should have interfered ; does not 
think the police should have divided their body to stand sentinels at every one s 
door. In accordance with Letter No. 6, even the communication from the Castle, 
referred to in Letter No. 4, directed the police to go out and assist Dean Roper in 
collecting his tithe ; believes no magistrate w'ent out with the police on the occa- 
sion ; did not understand that a magistrate was to accompany them ; received 
a report from Mr. Mansfield respecting the proceedings of the police on the lbth 
and 17th of May, in the collection of the tithes of Aughnamullen on the conclusion 
of that duty ; the report contained no mention of persons having been knocked 
down, or doors broken open ; considers that the police were not to stand by and see 
houses broken open without interfering ; if they did not interfere, thinks they won d 
not be complying with Sir William Gosset’s letter of the nth of May 1 833 , tie 
letter (No. 6) was received by Mr. Mansfield before the 16th of May. If Mr. 
Mansfield saw houses broken open after the receipt of that letter, witness consi- 
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ders it was his duly to report such fact to witness; the business would have been 
expedited if money tendered had been received, instead of having the house 
broken open and the cattle distrained ; never heard till yesterday of bouses bavins 
been broken open during the collection of tithes by Samuel Gray; when houses 
are broken open in the presence of the police, it is their duty to report such fact to 
w'itness. 

After the police had finished the duty of aiding Gray in the collection of Dean 
Roper's tithes, a repott to that effect was made by Mr. Mansfield to witness • 
thinks it must have been in writing, but witness has it not here ; received no report 
of any of the party having been intoxicated ; never heard of any of them havinn 
been drinking out of jars of whiskey; if they had been so drinking, Mr. Mansfield 
should have so reported to witness ; did not hear that one of the police was so 
intoxicated that he fell from a horse, and was carried home ; cannot say whether 
Mr. Mansfield must have been aware of such a fact if it had occurred ; he might 
or might not; did not consider there was any peculiarity in the nature of tithe 
property to distinguish it from any other property. A sub-constable, named Dawson 
was shot at Broomfield in December 1832 ; heard that about the same time two 
countrymen were killed at Broomfield ; cannot say that to his knowledge anv 
nightly meetings were held in the parish of Aughnamullen ; no reports of such 
meetings were made to witness; it was represented to witness that it would nut he 
sale to attempt the collection of tithes in that parish without the aid of the police- 
heard of no particular outrages in that parish; if such of serious importance had 
occurred, the chief constable of the district ought to have reported them to witness- 
previously to the 1 6th of May, the police were not to his knowledge called out to 
aid 111 the collection of tithe in that parish, nor did they to his knowledge »o 
out; never till yesterday heard that the peace of the townlunds of Dumcreehen 
Inverragh and Drumkellen was disturbed, but hoard that the entire parish of 
Aughnamullen was generally disposed to resist the payment of tithe. 

Constable Monaghan was one of the party employed under Mr. Mansfield 
on the 16th and 171I1 of May, and on his return to head-quarters reported to 
witness on the performance of the- duty he was sent on; the report was not in 
writing; that constable is witness’s own constable at head-quarters, namely, the 
town ot Clones; considers him a confidential person to receive orders and make 
reports; was satisfied with his report as a sufficient one on the occasion. The 
chief constable ot each barony throughout the county of Monaghan is responsible 
to the Govei nnient for his own acts, independently of the sub-inspector of the 
district; the sub-inspector is more the financial officer of a county at large than 
for the purpose of interfering with the local duties of the chief constables; considers 
it to be more the duty of the chief constables to report to the sub-inspector matters 
ot importance than matters of a trivial nature, the latter being left to the chief 
constables d^ei-etton; considers that Mr. Mansfield was placed in an important 
wS m absence of the magistrate), in assisting with 50 of his men in col- 
tl,e t,llles . of Aughnamullen; considers that Mr. Mansfield would have 
been bound to assist Samuel Gray m the collection of the tithes, although Gray 
nSco-TI? lad assl ) tants I would consider each and all of Gray’s assistants, 
consider 1 er °*J S * ei )tlt!ed to like protection from the police; would not have 
considered it prudent in Mr. Mansfield to have subdivided his force, so as to have 

f hleLh of? mg P °"' 01 ' W,tl ? eadl of Gra j’ s driters . prevent their committing 
, Of h d - e pe “- ce; p0 ” slder . s that Sa ™ool Gray had the power of detaching 
Hfief ? nsi d JTV" ° ny d,rect,on llc pleased to collect the tithes, and that the 
the Lace mot T d “ c “ tro °™ •>>“. or a right to interfere, unless a breach of 
field P a?ied kp ace l ln l , he - ch,efcollstable ’ s P rese,,ce i considers that Mr. Mans- 
than h? mhHi°- r d- pr ?, dent y '? kee P'”S llis men together and concentrated, rather 
of A, ?h,?»m ll dms ,em ’ - A ? summ s that Mr - Mansfield knew that the parishioners 
and Alarmed i"® 8 ac h'’ely engaged in an attack upon Chief Constable Crawley 
C - “ ? f ed P° hce . ( , wI “ ch , took place on thj 27th of November 1832, in this 
Man/field whtfrt C0 " S ‘ der - S SUch knowledge ought to have impressed Mr. 
that n-irish f llecesslt y of caution in assisting in the collection of tithes in 
h-tvc hcL hr, L a , WaySU S d f rst00d tl,at ' in ‘'“‘a cases, the police in this county 
pla-e w L at C ed .“ , We by stran s ers as ty the immediate inhabitants of the 
Stamof L C , kS were r de - The d,ief constable in general reports the 

place excent in ^ ^ ai " e ’ an * .^ oes not ^P 01 '* tLe particulars as to time and 
C somn Z„ 1 L Se - ,0US ?“ ses - Mr - Mansfield has been doing doty in the county 
some months since September 1832. From the active and 'heavy duties in 

which 
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which he was engaged during the last winter and spring, witness does not think he 
could be acquainted with each particular townland in his barony and the localities 
of it; has always found Mr. Mansfield exact and satisfactory in his reports. From 
his knowledge of Mr. Mansfield as an officer and a gentleman, considers him 
incapable of rifeking a partial report, or of acting harshly in the collection of 
tithes, or in any other duty ; considers him not to be a party man in any way. 
Mr. Mansfield has been upwards of eight years in the constabulary ; he came from 
the county of Armagh to this county ; witness knows that Mr. Mansfield’s general 
character as a chief constable in that county was very favourable ; witness l^as 
heard that Mr. Mansfield was stationed in the county of Donegal ; never heaifl 
any thing against Mr. Mansfield in that county. In the absence of any report made 
to Mr. Mansfield by any constable or sub-constable of the breaking of doors in 
the parish of Aughnatfhullen, Mr. Mansfield would not be bound to make any 
report to witness, unless the fact.came under Mr. Mansfield own personal observa- 
tion. Assuming that John Reilly came up to Mr. Mansfield, to whom he was 
previously unknown, and stated that Gray’s drivers weVe about to break into his 
house at the distance of nearly half a mile, witness does not consider that Mr. 
Mansfield ought to have detached a party to prevent them, as it might be a 
stratagem to lead the police into an ambush. The general character of the con- 
stables and sub-constables of this county is correct. 



Joseph Davison, recalled, and his Examination resumed. 

Witness demands costs from the tithe-payer to cover the expenses of the men 
employed in distraining; the costs vary according to the number of men employed ; 
never saw any one charged so high as 5 s • costs ; Sa^j^l Gray regulates the 
amount of costs, to be charged in each case; some of the tithe-payers paid 2 s. 6 a. 
costs on the evening of the 17th of May; keeps a book for the entry of tithes ; 
makes no entry of costs. It was not in the townland of Evengerrig or Drumcreehen 
that witness was wounded in the collection of tithes, but it was in the parish of 
Aughnamullen. The 12 police on an eminence mentioned by witness were not 
contiguous to Reilly’s house ; the entire party under Mr. Mansfield were between 
40 and 50; when witness left them, and went towards Reilly s house, the police 
had halted, and were arranged in two lines; will not swear that some of them 
could not see Reilly’s house from the position in which the police were; when 
witness returned to them, they could not see the house ; the police were then in 
sections, but standing at ease, and some of therft sitting on the side of the road ; 
what witness calls sections, he means standing in two deep or four deep ; does not 
know at all what sections are. . . . n ... 

' Did not see Reilly tender any money ; he might or might not ; did not see Iteiiiy 
till he was coming from his house towards the police ; this was about 1 5 minutes 
after his cow was seized. From the time that witness left the police on the road, 
till he first saw Reilly, Reilly could not have been on the road with the police. 
Witness was absent from the police Between a quarter and half an hour. It was 
impossible that Reilly could have been on the road with the police that day, pre- 
viously to the time when witness saw Reilly. Cannot exact y say when Reilly had 
the conversation with Gray in Gray’s house; but it was a few days after the 22 d 
of May. There were other persons there ; cannot name any person being there. 
It was by way of a threat that Reilly cautioned him against going out to collect 

tlth Did not see any of the police drunk on the 1 7th of May J saw the sejjeant _of 
police giving each ‘of them a glass of whiskey mixed with water,, and Mr. Mans 
going round to see that each man got his portion ; this was at Gar yduff. Witness 
rode Mr. Gray’s horse, near Reilly’s house; had not passed llelU ' use when 

La„dEvVnW 0 ri g ^’been P continuall y ru„hin g 

conduct ot his case bv Mr. Henry uiatian, . ci-,tpd to me hv 

U„on the close of the examination of the last witness, twa stated tt me by 
Mr— Mansfield on the part of himself and the police, that the, objected to 
Mr Grattan apnl ng iS court on behalf of the complainants on the ground, that 
Mr! Grattan KS as counsel for the compiainant^nce t to co ™ce,nemof 

the proceedings, they, the delehdants, being pie A. Grattan beinc the 

from having the aid of counsel; and also, on the ground of Mr. Grattan bong the 
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landlord of the complainant, John Reilly, and of another complainant Jame 
M'Cabe ; that they made this objection from no factious motives or objects of'dela S 
being ready for their defence, but asking for equal justice ; that tliey were then 
ready to go on with their defence in all the cases, provided Mr. Grattan would 
withdraw from the court, and substitute any other person he pl#sed, not bein* 
a professional person, to act for the complainants, according to the rule of the 
court laid down. Mr. Grattan, on the part <?f the complainants, declined to adorn 
this course. Under these circumstances, I refused to require of Mr. Grattan t 
wi^idraw from the court; but finding that Mr. Mansfield laboured under a strong 
tflbugh, as I considered, a most mistaken impression, that Mr. Grattan's assistance* 
as afforded by him, has been giving the complainant an undue advantaoe, I desired 
that, for the rest of the case, no question should be put to any witness except 
directly by myself; and that I would take no suggestion Eft to any question to be 
put, excepting from the complainant or Mr. Mansfield ; and I acted accordingly. 

. (signed) JV. II Z.] 

Henry Grattan, Esq., sworn : 

Knows a Mr. Collins ; he is the agent of witness for his lands in the parish of 
Aughnamullen ; a part of these lands are in the townland of Ivengerrm, now out of 
lease. When Mr.. Cunningham, the last life in the lease, died in about July or 
August last, shortly after Mr. Cunningham’s death, witness directed Mr. Collins 
to proceed and get legal possession from the occupying tenant ; Collins accord- 
ingly, as he told witness, proceeded to the land and got possession. 

Has no recollection qjmny men of the name of Clerkin. Witness has property 
in the townlands of DWncreehen, Drumchilla, Ivengerrig; inquired, and never 
heard or knew that those townlands were disturbed, with the exception of one case 
in which it was stated to witness, that one man coining in to take another man’s 
Jarm, was pulled from his horse and beaten ; heard that some persons had taken 
out a book, not a bible, and threatened to swear that individual not to take their 
land ; there was no settled opposition to tithes, inasmuch as witness’s tenants 
asked Ins opinion as to paying same; witness gave it as his opinion that it was 
a legal demand, and that they were bound to pay; was informed by the tenants 
that they did pay, and were made English tenants as to tithes ; heard from Collins 
that the opposition to the coming-in of the person who was alleged to have been 
beaten, was made by some of witness’s then occupying tenants ; believes that two 
of those tenants are now living on the. land as care-takers. Brien M’Gorman is 
the name of witness s bailiff ; does not recollect having been informed by M’Gor- 
man, that a cow, distrained for lent, had been rescued from him ; it may have been 
the case, but witness cannot remember it. J 

Went this day, accompanied by the complainant, John Reilly, to the road on 
which the police were on the 17th of May, and to the complainant’s house. 

£ eil, y is h i re , rwaUed, and deputes, that he showed Mr. Hem-ti Grattan 
this day the part of the road on which the police were on the 17 th of Man last, 
when he ‘«ndered his tithe to Samuel Gray, and also showed Mr. Grattan his 
house and that he also pointed out to Mr. Grattan the place from which he 
shouted out to Gray s men not to break his door.] 

Mr. Henry Grattan.— Examination . resumed. 

In witness s presence a person ran from that part of the road where the police, 
by , John ? ell ty’ were > t0 Reilly’s house, round an angle of the road ad- 
j g ie ouse, in three minutes and a half, by witness’s watch and the watch • 
. ai f° P e j Son ^ e 'Py pointed out to witness the spot where he shouted 

l ’■ l.. le > S , k° use > ar,d the place where the police were alleged to have 

neen sitting ; Reilly s house was visible from various parts of the road where the 
roil ! r ! ■ ;? stood J . saw no place in which Reilly’s cow could have had 

, ’ . e P ^ eilly s house ; thinks Reilly as competent to tell where the police 

were ttei ly tendered the money to Samuel Gray as the police themselves 

James Gray sworn : 

V J* °. f the , pet i y sess . ions of Ballibay ; knows John Reilly for near 30 

of R ailih o„ em i 6rS le da y 111 May l as f when the drivers brought cattle to the pound 
y, am. a party of police behind them. In the evening of that day witness 

■Wet 
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met John Reilly in the street of Ballibay ; Reilly told witness that his cow had 
been distrained on that day ; it was a few minute^ before the cattle passed by 
witness’s door that Reilly told him this; Reilly asked witness “ how he was to get 
his cow out of the pound witness said, “ by paying the money,” and asked Reilly 
“ what made him let her go to the pound Reilly replied, “ that hq was not at 
home, and that they had broken his door j” it appeared to be Reilly’s meaning 
that he was not about his place at all at the time the cow was distrained ; the words 
Reilly said were, “ that he was not at home.” 

Samuel Gray sworn : 

Lives in Ballibay ; is an innkeeper ; is also the receiver of the tithes of Aughna- 
mullen parish for the Rev. Dean Roper ; was out on the 17th of May last on tithe 
duty in that parish ; had from 18 to 20 drivers ; was accompanied by Mr. Mans- 
field and a police force of about 40 men; staid along with the police the whole 
day ; saw no doors broken in for the purpose of making distress for tithes ; had as 
good an opportunity of seeing doors broken, if any had been broken, as Mr. Mans- 
field or anj of his men. Before coming to the townland in which Reilly lives, 
a complaint was made to witness that a cow had been driven into a house and the 
door forced by some of the drivers ; on Mr. Mansfield's hearing of this, he said “ it 
was highly improper, and should not be done.” Both on that day and previous!)', 
Mr. Mansfield had desired witness to caution the drivers not to allow them to 
break (doors ; Mr. Mansfield, before going out and on the road, told witness that 
he had instructions from Government that the breaking of doors for tithes had 
been discontinued ; that the police were not to break doors themscives, or to 
permit them to be broken in their presence, nor to drive the cattle ; that the duty 
of the police was to protect the tithe collectors, and nothing else ;” remembers 
John Reilly coming up to witness on the road where the police were ; at this time 
sofhe of the drivers, and the cattle they had taken, were on the road ; had not seen 
Reilly before on that day ; Reilly complained to witness of his cow having been 
taken, and of his door being injured ; Reilly merely asked witness “ if he’d take his 
tithe witness replied, “ he would not take it on the road,” and said, “ why did not 
you pay it before, and not put us to the expense and all the trouble of coming out?” 
Even if Reilly had tendered his tithe, witness would not have taken it there, for he 
found that if he were to take* money on the road, the effect would be to keep the 
police force on duty for many months, whereas by not taking money on the road 
the collection of tithes was greatly expedited. While witness remained with the 
police the drivers were scattered”promiscuously through the county, and did not 
all keep in view of the police, where witness was ; but Mr. Mansfield generally 
detached a serjeant and some men to protect the drivers that were out of view of 
the main body, and to preserve the peace. It was necessary, in witness’s opinion, 
to keep a large party of police on the road to protect the drivers and prevent the 
cattle from being rescued. Witness charges costs against the tithe-owners when 
compelled to distrain, to cover the expenses incurred in distraining; in charging 
costs considers it discretionary in the tithe collectors to charge sufficient costs to 
cover the expense incurred in distraining ; found it difficult, in consequence of 
previous attacks made upon witness and his men, to procure drivers ; heard from no 
one but Reilly that his door had been broken. 

The case for the Defence closes. 

[Here Mr. Grattan stated that he had evidence to produce on the part of 
John Reilly to impeach 'the character of one of the witnesses for the 
defence, and in favour of the general character of John Reill). Upon 
which 1 asked John Reilly if he desired that any further evidence should 
fr be called on his part. And upon his replying in the negative, I declined 
receiving any further evidence on the part of the complainant. 

(signed) IV. H. L.] 



Patrick Cillons Case. 



Patrick Gillon sworn : 



Resides in the townland of Mullinery, 
has occupied for the last 14 or 15 years 
2 39 - ( 



parish of Aughnamullen, in this county ; 
a couple of acres of land there ; paid 
0 2 2 S. 8 h <1- 
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is. 8 h d. yearly as tithe to Dean Roper ; on the 16th of May last owed a year’s 
tithe, namely, for 1832. witness on that day was returning about between 
11 and 2 o’clock, a . m ., from the chapel of Annakeely, saw Samuel Gray and 
a parcel of drivers, he cannot tell how many, and a party of police under Chief 
Constable fylansfield; they were on the road between Ballibay and Carrickmacross 
about two miles or better from Ballibay. One of the drivers (one Will SmitlA 
had in his custody a springer cow, witness’s property ; the entire party were then 
stopping on the road; witness stepped forward to Samuel Gray, and told him 
“ he (witness) would pay his tithe.;” witness then offered Gray a 30 s. note, and 
told him to take his tithe out of it; Gray replied, “ he would receive no money 
on the road on that day;” witness offered Gray the money, in all three times- 
the third time witness asked Gray “ to take the 30 s. note with him, and to let 
witness’s cow with him, and that he would call that day or the next for the 
change. Gray said, “ he would not receive any money on that day;” cannot say 
how near Mr. Mansfield was to Gray when the money was tendered, but after the 
third tender Mr. Mansfield desired witness “ to go off the road,” and said “ that 
no money should be received on the road to detain his men.” Witness then wanted 
to stay and go along with the cow, for fear she might be hunted, as she was at the 
calving. Gray told witness to go off the road, saying, “ he had drivers enough 
and that no people but them should go with the cattle.” Witness then fell back 
towards the side of the road ; while standing at the side of the road saw Chief 
Constable Mansfield, who had a jar in his hand filling a glass, and distributing one 
to each of his men. Witness smelt the liquor, and considers it to have been whis- 
key ; after that the police and drivers with the cattle moved on in the direction of 
Carrickmacross. Witness went along w’ith them about half a mile, still hoping to 
get his cow, and then returned to his house about nightfall ; that day saw his cow 
again jn the pound of Ballibay; got it back that same evening from the pound- 
keeper, to whom he paid 5 d. for poundage; before witness got his cow back, Jie 
went to Samuel Gray’s house, and saw him there; witness told him to look in his 
book for the townland of Mullinary ; Gray did so, and demanded 6 $.6 d. for the 
tithe due of that townland by one Luke Gillon. Witness paid ihat, and did so of 
his own accord ; witness then said that his cowhouse-door had been broken open 
that day ; upon which Gray said, for having the assurance to go to speak about 
his cowhouse-door, he would charge witness with three half-years’ tithe and the 
costs besides, before he would give him a release for the cow ; did not see Gray 
again that evening, but sent in Michael Gillon to Gray ; gave Gillon 1 /. 15. ) d., 
and 2 s. 6 d. to hand to Gray, and get a release for the cow ; Michael Gillon after 
a little time brought out a release for the cow and gave it to witness, and upon 
handing the release to the pound-keeper, witness got back his cow. More than two 
years ago, ‘Samuel Gray had distrained witness for tithe, and upon that occasion 
insisted on being paid 1 1 . is."] d., being the amount of the tithe of seven other 
occupiers in the townland as well as witness’s. It was for this reason that he sent 
in the 1 1 . is. yd. by Michael Gillon. Witness’s house is about two miles from 
Ballibay pound ; does not know why the party had stopped on the road, if it was 
not for the purpose of having the police treated. Witness offered the 30 s. note in 
order to get his cow back immediately. The delay on the road was such that Gray 
had plenty of time to receive the money and give up the cow. Witness has no lease; 
about a month after witness’s cow calved a dead calf, and had like to be lost herself 
at the calving ; the calf had to be taken from her ; even yet she is not near so well 
as usual. When witness returned home in the day-time after the tender to Gray 
he found his cowhouse-door broken, the wood-work was broken, the lock was 
hanging off it, and the bolt of the lock was out of the lock altogether ; when he 
went to chapel that morning he had left the cow and two others in the cowhouse ; 
cannot say that it was then locked ; it is not the custom to have it locked by day^ 
witness had been foddering the three cows in the house, and to his belief they had 
not been out that day ; the police when he saw them were not between his house 
and Ballibay ; the doors of his house and offices do not front Ballibay or Carrick- 
macross ; the road passes by his door ; the gable-end of the cowhouse faces the 
road obliquely; the door of the cowhouse rather faces Carrickmacross than 
Ballibay; a man standing at Peter Collins’s door could not see the door of 
witness’s cowhouse broken open ; thinks the police and drivers were halting above 
a quarter of an hour ; while he was there he saw cattle brought in by the drivers ; 
cannot say how many ; saw a pig brought ; cannot recollect having seen any 
other distress brought in ; saw' other cattle besides his own cow in the custody of 
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the drivers ; cannot say that it was for the purpose of receiving the cattle brought 
in by the drivers that the police had halted on the road ; for the last four years 
Samuel Gray had not consented to accept from witness 2 s. 8 J d. as his share of 
tithe ; when witness tendered the 30 s. to Gray he did not specify what particular 
tithe was to be taken out of it ; when the party began to move, along the road, 
cannot say whether the cattle were driven by the drivers or the police, or by whom ; 
when witness first came on the road, he saw one driver (Will Smith) between the 
police and the cattle ; he was keeping the cattle on the road ; when witness came 
on the evening of 16th of May to Gray’s house and the pound, he did not see 
any of the police at either of these places, or taking any part whatsoever with 
respect to the receipt of money by Gray, or the release of cattle by the pound- 
keeper ; saw them merely strolling in the street ; for the last three years used to 
pay his tithe under the composition, between Halloweven-tide and Christmas; 
did not pay it last year at the same time, because he had heard a report that no. 
more tithe was to be paid by the tenants, but that the landlords were to pay it in 
future ; heard it as a common report, but cannot say who in particular stated it to 
witness ; has no complaint against Mr. Mansfield, or any of the police that day, 
except that they were on the road with the drivers, and that Mr. Mansfield bid. 
witness go off the road. The words used by Mr. Mansfield were, “ Gb off the 
road, no money shall be received to^detain my men the party was then halted, 
and so continued for a little time after ; did not tender any money to Mr. Mans- 
field ; did not hear Mr. Mansfield say that Mr. Gray would receive the money, 
or that he, Mr. Mansfield, had nothing to do with the collection of money ; cannot 
mention any person as being by when Mr. Mansfield bid witness go off the roach. 
Of the nine police quartered at Ballibay, knows serjeant Irwin; does not any of 
the rest by name ; has not come to the chapel of Ballibay for the last three years ; 
never saw a policeman in the chapel witness attends, or in any other to his know- 
ledge ; does not know Thomas Clarke of Ballibay, nor James MTntee ; it was 
about an hour and a half before nightfall when he came into Ballibay. . On 
the evening of the 16th of May witness heard the cattle had come in the other 
way, namely, the new line of road ; the new line passes not half a mile from 
witness’s house ; cannot see that new line from his house ; it was near his house 
that he heard the cattle had passed ; about half an hour after, or less, he came in to 
Ballibay ; had grass taken for his cattle from one Pat. Gillon in the same town-, 
land as witness, and less than quarter of a mile from his house ; a person standing, 
at the door of witness’s dwelling-house can see down the road leading to Ballibay 
a short distance, namely, the breadth of two fields ; witness’s house is in a hollow 
of the country, but on a level place, and not on the side of a hill ; there is a brae, 
about a couple of fields distance from his house, on the road from Ballibay ; 
a person coming towards witness’s house from Ballibay loses sight of it at the. 
foot of the brae, and until he ascends to the top ; saw the police moving along the 
road quietly ; it would be possible for Samuel Gray and the drivers to get on to 
witness’s house before the police ; a part of the tithe that witness paid to Gray 
was for the Pat. Gillon from whom witness took the grass ; would have paid 
Pat. Gillon* s tithe even if his cow had not been distrained; if Samuel Gray had 
sent out for the tithe, witness would have paid it. . 

* When witness first saw the police on the 16th of May, they were moving along ; 
met them on Annaboy bog, on. the road ; they were then halted ; there are no 
cross-roads there striking in from either side on the high road ; saw the pig driven 
up from the direction of .witness’s house; the only pass by whjch cattle could be 
driven on the high road was that leading from Paddy Duffy’s ; did not see any one 
distributing liquor to the drivers. 



Francis M l Mahon sworn: 

Recollects the 16th of May last ; knows the last witness and his house ; on that 
day was in that house, it was as near as he can say between the hours ot 11 and 
12; Patrick Gillon was not there ; witness taught school there, commencing on 

the 13th of May 1833, to Patt. Gillon’s children and others. In consequence of 
an account brought into the house by a child, witness went out of the house, and 
locked the door of the school-room ; witness went out on the road, where he met 
Samuel Gray with his drivers, and Chief Constable Mansfield^ and a par y 
police ; they were then about 15 perches from Gillon’s house ; witness then owed 
3 s. ill. tithe, he offered it to Gray, and was going along with Gray t° wa ™ s 
233. c 3 Mis ' 
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Mrs. Anderson’s house, where Joseph Davison was, and who Gray said would 
receive it: and as witness and Gray were moving towards Giilon’s house witness 
saw the door of the cowhouse broken by four of Gray’s drivers, namely, Geor<»e 
Haw), John Henry, Robert M'Dade and John Hawthorn ; two of them raised 
pretty large stones and cast them at the door, the other two made a push and 
drove it in ; the bolt of the lock was forced across to the other side wall • saw 
them then take out Pat Gillon’s cow ; there were three cows there in all • John 
Henry first went to the kitchen door, and said it was locked, and that Gillon’s wife 
was in the house; Gray then called out to him to break the door ; witness told 
Gray to call to the drivers to desist from breaking the door, and he witness would 
get the doors unlocked ; Gray replied, “ it was all humbugging,” and said to the 
effect, that “ if one example or pattern were made it would prevent the doors 
being shut^ by others.’* When the door of Gillon’s cowhouse was §o broken 
Mr. Mansfield and the police were on the road ; those nearest to the house were 
within three perches of it; Mr. Mansfield was one of those nearest to the house • 
the cow when taken out of the house was driven on to the road, and placed there 
among other cattle that had been distrained. When the cowhouse was broken 
open, witness and Gray were moving on the road towards the house, as if cominw 
from Baflibay, and reached a point of the road from which they could see the 
men that were breaking at the door, but at tf/l first attack witness could not see 
the door itself; witness immediately moved on, and then saw the door broken in • 
did not at that time go up to the cowhouse-door, but passed close by it, for 
witness turned off the road for the purpose of unlocking the school-room and lettin 
the scholars out; when witness so passed he saw the door, and saw that it had 
been broken ; saw some of the boards of the door broken ; did not examine it par- 
ticularly then ; on the following morning saw the bolt of the lock separated and 
lymg on the floor at the opposite side of the house from the door. When witness, 
on hearing that the drivers and police were coming, went out of his school-room on 
the road to meet them, he came up with them, and they were then coming in the 
direction from Ballibay ; when the four drivers that broke the door moved towards 
it they came to it by a short cut from off the road ; saw them leave the road from 
near where witness stood, when they began to break the door; Mr. Mansfield and 
the police were moving on towards Carrickmacross ; Mr. Mansfield was riding in 
leir real ; he was then opposite to, and could see the men breaking the door ; he 
was at that time quite near to witness.; cannot say that he actually did see the men 
breaking the door, but he could see them if lie pleased to look that way ; from the 
corner of the cowhouse to the road is only about three perches ; did not hear 
GUlons wife make any proposal to Mr. Mansfield or Mr. Gray; did not follow 
the police and drivers then ; he returned home, but witness afterwards on that day 
met them on the road, just immediately above the bog of Annabov ; this was about 
etween twelve and one o’clock; they were then halted, and "so continued for 
about half an hour ; they then moved along the road in the direction of Carrick- 
K°? S * 1 ie Anvers and cattle were with them ; the cattle went first and after them. 

^ P°/?. e k e Pt > n the rear of the drivers; witness accompanied them 
aoout halt a mile ; his object in going with them was to pay his own tithe, that is, 
J? °, n M ”* Anderson s, where Gray had told him that his tithe would be 

leceiveci; the distance between the road and the corner of Pat Gillon’s outhouse 
cs measured by Pat Gillon and witness within these three weeks; no other per- 
“" 8 ” er ® present ; the distance was three perches wanting three inches, plantation 
« ’-'V nesss ,eason Tor assisting in the measurement was, that he knew he 

mtmpoc interrogated on the subject if ever he should be called as a witness ; did 
i im ao 16 before > beca use the business was not coming to a point till these late 

TZnLTT f ay Whet ler 11 was before or after this day fortnight that he 
d ’ sts ; nC€ !> hut is positive it was within the last three weeks. Pat 
that « ie first with whom he held any conversation relating to the evidence 
• • , f ° ^ 1VG i 011 * bls busines * » the conversation took place in Gillon’s house, 
snhippt°K f 1X of 6 s . a S° j m 'ght have had previous conferences with Gillon on the 
hsMn .HP 6 ha . /- me ’ but had not § one int0 Particulars ; from the 16th of May 
six nf riiip'^u-u 116 W ‘ tneSS has continued teaching school in Gillon’s house; 
nillnn n n Au 1 ien a,e at school with witness ; .never had any gratuity from 
of thp ft i? ept the U - Se °j a room for a sch °ol from the 16th of May up to the time 
mill i° r V : e ' m A ni0ned c ? nversati on ; witness often dined with Gillon and his 
family LnA® tune bat * no particular conversation with any of Gillon’s 
t uuly respecting his present evidence ; since the 1 6th of M<*y last had a particular 

conversation 
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conversation on the subject of his present testimony with Mr. Marron ; it was 
within the last month at Ballibay ; no other person was present ; the conversation 
was not taken down in writing ; witness now supports himself partly by teaching 
a school and partly by a farm of three acres and upwards, which he holds ; has 
lost only two days time by this business ; witness’s father is living and bed-ridden ; 
the land is legally his father’s, hut he witness manages it ; has three brothers and 
three sisters ; none of them live with their father ; witness attends daily to his 
school, manages the farm by early rising and late going to bed, and can at all 
times get a labourer for 6 d. a day ; since the 1 6th of May last has not cut turf for 
wages for any one; no gratuity of any kind has been offered to him either for loss 
of time or any thing else in relation to his present evidence, nor does he expect any 
gratuity or reward ; Mr. Mansfield’s horse was a dark bay or a brown. 

Patrick Gillon, recalled at Mr. Mansfield’s request. 

Measured the distance between the corner of his outhouse and the adjoining 
road about a fortnight or three weeks ago ; cannot say which ; Francis M'Mahon, 
the last witness, was with him ; the distance measured, by a two-foot rule, was 
three perches wanting some inches ; measured it only once. 

Peter Puffy sworn : 

Holds above four acres of land in the townland of Annaboy, parish of Aughna- 
mullen ; knows the first witness, Patrick Gillon, and his house ; about 1 1 o’clock 
in the forenoon of the 1 6th of May last was on the road forenent Gillon’s house ; 
saw Samuel Gray, and a party of police, under Chief Constable Mansfield, on the 
road, moving slowly along forenent GiHon’s house ; some of Gray’s drivers were 
on the road ; saw four others of Gray’s drivers breaking in Gillen’s cowhouse . 
door; saw two of them run to a ditch close by and take up a stone each, and 
strike at the door ; a third driver took up a bigger stone, and with his two hands 
struck against the door; the blow opened the door; saw them then take out Gil- 
lon’s cow, which they drove to the main road, where there was already a cow or 
a heifer in the custody of the drivers ; while the door was breaking in, Samuel Gray 
was a little way from witness on the road, and nearer than witness to Carrick- 
macross, and just forenent Gillon’s door ; Mr. Mansfield was at that time riding 
along the road, and at the side of Gray. 

Shortly after witness was on the road, near the bog of Annaboy,’ the police and 
the drivers were then halting there ; saw Chief Constable Mansfield then distributing 
a glass of liquor to each of his men ; cannot say that he distributed more than 
a glass edch ; saw Pat Gillon there ; before the police had come to the bog, Pat 
Gillon’s wife followed the police and the drivers up the road ; when she came up 
with them, she said to Gray, “ that she had the tithe, and would pay it, and wanted 
to get back her cow j” did not hear Gray say any thing, but heard Mansfield say, 

“ that his men should not be detained there by stopping to receive tithe saw 
Gray on that day receive tithe on the road from two men, but their cattle had not 
been distrained ; saw the same party of police on the evening of that day ; Mr. 
Mansfield was with them; saw one policeman on a car or a cart; he seemed to 
witness as if he was in liquor ; thinks he was in liquor, because his head was hang- 
ing down, and he sent into a house on the road side for a drink of water, and also 
from the appearance he made ; it was into Paddy M‘G eon’s, not a mile from Bal- 
libay, that this policeman sent for water ; saw another policeman supported by 
a comrade as he moved along ; he seemed to be drunk from his requiring support 
and being at a distance behind the rest of his party. 

When Gray refused to give up the cow to Gillon’s wife, she wanted to get 
a neighbour to go along with the cow and look after it, but Gray said he had 
drivers enough, and would notallow it; Gray and the drivers started that morn- 
ing from Ballibay about 10 o’clock, as witness thinks; in the evening, when the 
police were returning home, saw a policeman mounted on the horse that Mr. Mans- 
field had rode that morning ; Mr. Mansfield was there ; saw the mounted police- 
man ride after a heifer that had broke off ; it was back on the road that he rode 
after the heifer ; one of the drivers also rode on Gray’s horse after the heifer ; did 
not see the policeman doing any thing to the heifer, except following her on horse- 
back ; Mr. Mansfield could not but see this ; the bog of Annaboy is between Gil- 
lon’s house and Carrickmacross, and about half-a mile from Gillon’s house; the 
road runs through the bog; it was after Gillon’s cow was taken that witness saw 

239. c 4 the 
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the liquor distributed to the police ; witness also saw water in a kettle brought to 
them ; did not at that time, or any time before on that day, see a policeman in 
a cart or car ; saw a cart or a car there ; does not know for what purpose it was 
there, excepting that he saw a jar upon it when it first left Ballibay ; when the car 
was returning saw distresses on it ; cannot upon his oath say whether it was a car 
or cart ; knows Francis M'Mahon, the schoolmaster ; when Gillon’s cow was dis- 
trained, M'Mahon was on the road direct foment the house ; cannot say that at 
the very moment the drivers were breaking in Gillon’s door he (witness) saw 
M'Mahon, but he can swear that he was at that time on the road with Samuel 
Gray ; Gray and M'Mahon were then, as witness best recollects, rather to the 
Ballibay side than the Carrickm across side of Gillon’s house ; cannot say whether 
Gillon on that day had two or three cows, he had an ass, but no horse ; does not 
know that cattle of any but Gillon’s were then in his cowhouse ; at that time wit- 
ness only saw the one cow that was taken out ; early on the morning of the 1 6th of 
May saw Gillon’s little girl turning either two or three cows in the street before the 
door towards a gate through which they would have to go to grass ; cannot state 
whether there were two or three cows there; was with the police from Ballibay 
till they reached the bog of Annaboy ; when the police were approaching Gillon’s 
house did not see any cattle driven towards it ; as you approach Gillon’s house, on 
the Ballibay side, there is a brae ; thinks the top of the brae is about 50 perches 
from Gillon’s house ; at the distance of three perches on the Ballibay side of Gil- 
lon’s cowhouse a person could not see the door ; after witness saw the refreshment 
given to the police in the bog of Annaboy, he spoke to two policemen, namely, 
the one that witness thought was in liquor, and the other policeman that was sup- 
porting him ; does not know their names ; witness merely bid them the time of 
day ; neither of them made any unmannerly reply ; did not see any magistrate 
with the police on that day. 

The case for the complainant closes. 



Defence. 

Robert M‘Dade sworn : 

Is one of Samuel Gray’s drivers; was out with Gray and the party of police on 
the 16th of May last; knows Patrick Gillon of Mullinary; witness on that day by Mr. 
Gray’s orders seized a cow of Gillon’s for Dean Roper’s tithe ; at the time the seizure 
was made, there were, as -witness thinks, four or five other drivers assisting witness 
in making the seizure; they took the cow in Gillon’s cowhouse ; when the police 
drivers were approaching Gillon’s house, witness saw the cow, and another in and 
a field, near Gillon’s house ; saw a woman drive the two cows into the cowhouse; 
witness and his companions followed the cows ; saw them turned round the gable 
of the cowhouse ; when witness and the other assistants came up to the door of 
the cowhouse the door was shut ; on his oath it was not locked ; it was fastened 
inside by a stick that was pulled against the door ; one of the drivers with witness 
pushed open the door with his hand ; whatever was behind the door seemed to 
give way and the door opened, and then Gillon’s cow was seized. Did not see 
a driver use a stone at that door ; when witness took the cow out to the main road, 
the police were coming up from the Ballibay side ; at that time they had not 
arrived opposite to Gillon’s door, or as far as the gable-end of the cowhouse ; saw 
no lock on the cowhouse-door; cannot say how the door was fastened on the 
inside, but it appeared to witness to have been by something inside ; will not swear 
that more than one of the drivers did not put his hand to the door; the driver that 
put his hand to the door pushed it in quite easy ; saw no part of the door- work 
broken by the drivers ; the door was not violently forced open ; when the cow 
was brought out on the road, the police were on the road, between Peter Collins’s 
house and Gillon’s, and at least 30 perches from Gillon’s house; Mr. Mansfield 
and Gray were then with the police; knows Francis M'Mahon ; saw him the 
first time, that day coming out of Gillon’s house after the cow had been seized ; 
swears that when the cow was seized, M'Mahon was in Gillon’s house, and the 
door shut; when witness and the other drivers came up to the cowhouse, M'Mahon 
was not on the road ; witness went in towards the cow from the road, which he 
had not left; witness did not go into the cowhouse; was with the police when 
be saw liquor distributed to them ; each of the police got a glass of whiskey 
mixed with cold water ; witness brought the water in a kettle ; the glass was of 
the common size ; did not see one of them get more than one glass of spirits ; at 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




TITHES IN THE COUNTY OF MONAGHAN. 25 

the same time each man got half a loaf of bread ; cannot say exactly by whom the 
whiskey was distributed, but as he best recollects, it was by Gray ; at this time the 
police were in a line on the road, drawn up ; there was a tumbler there, and any 
man that wished to mix his whiskey with water used the tumbler for that pur- 
pose; saw Mr. Mansfield making the policemen take water with their whiskey; 
at that time there was a cart there ; a policeman w’as on it ; he said he had a sore 
foot? witness saw that this policeman was lame that day, and could not keep up 
with his party; did not see that man drinking any whiskey ; had an opportunity of 
seeing the party of police at different times on that day ; not one of them, so far 
as witness observed, had the appearance of being drunk. After witness brought 
out Gillon’s cow on the road, he did not lose sight of the police till they came to 
the bog, but cannot swear that he walked all the way along with them; saw 
Gillon’s wife follow her cow on the road, but cannot say he heard her say any 
thing to Mr. Mansfield, or he to her. 

At different times on that day, witness heard Mr. Majisfield caution the drivers 
to drive the poor people’s cattle easy, and not to hurt them, but to go modestly, 
and also not to break doors, or to commit any breach of the peace ; the latter 
caution he gave repeatedly every day that he was out. Mr. Mansfield told the 
drivers that if any of them should break the peace he would lay hold of them, as 
well as any other man. Witness’s common employment is working at every thing 
his master, Samuel Gray, puts him to ; has been in Gray’s employment about a 
year and a half; before that, was at his father's at Castleblaney ; since he has 
been with Gray, he has been put sometimes to labouring, sometimes to collecting 
countv cess, sometimes to building, sometimes to tithe collecting ; never collected 
church cess for him, unless it was included in county cess ; thinks he did church 
cess along with the county cess; cannot tell the particular time ; it could not be 
two years ago. Remembers being at one Cobine’s, and also, he thinks, for church 
cess; Cobine made objection to the payment of that cess generally, but witness 
cannot say whether church cess was included in it does not know what objection 
Cobine made; witness was merely sent to distrain for the county cess, and did 
distrain. 

The names of the drivers that were along with witness at Gillon’s place are, 
George Hawe, John Hawthorn and John Henry ; there might be more, but witness 
canntTt positively say if there were or not. Samuel Gray’s drivers had other cattle 
distrained before that hour ; they were driving them up along the load before the 
police ; some of the drivers were on the road, others were on the right and left of 
the road, where they were sent to look for cattle to distrain for the tithe; there 
were more drivers on the road than those that went to Gillon’s house ; some re- 
mained on the road to drive on the cattle; saw one driver go through a field to 
Gillon’s cowhouse ; cannot particularly say now whether it was a field or a garden; 
had no particular object himself in going by the road rather than through the field 
or garden to Gillon’s cowhouse; cannot remember which of the drivers crossed 
the field ; thinks that either two or three were along with witness on the way that 
he took ; cannot say whether or not there is a garden between Gillon’s house and 
the road ; when the drivers jumped from off the road, witness was just up to the 
gable of the cowhouse ; the man that jumped off the road and witness got nearly 
at the same time to the door of the cowhouse ; cannot tell whether the man was 
George Hawe or John Hawthorn, but can positively say it was one of them; 
thinks it was Hawthorn that pushed the door open; witness was first into the 
street before Gillon’s door ; when witness turned off the road on this occasion the 
police were on the Ballibay side of the road, about 30 perches from Gillon s 
house ; if the police were on the hollow of the brae, cannot swear that they would 
not be seen from the point of the road opposite Gillon’s house ; to the best of his 
knowledge the hollow of the brae is farther from Gillon’s house than Collins s 
house is ; the house represented to witness to be Collins's is on the top ot tie 
brae ; the police were between Collins’s and Gillon’s before Gillon s cow was 
seized ; when the cow was brought out ori the road, the police were at least three 
perches from the part of the- road opposite to the gable of the cowhouse; accord- 
ing to the best of witness’s recollection, the police were then between three and 
four perches down on the road at the Ballibay side of the cowhouse; has no recol- 
lection that Francis M‘Mahon spoke to witness on that day; the drivers on that 
day did not attempt first to get into Gillon’s dwelling-house ; after the cow 
was seized, John Hawthorn did lift the latch; cannot say viliat was Ins object in 
so doin«>- but he said, “ You may corne out now, we have your cow seized tor the 
2,o. D tithe. 
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tithe. ’ A woman (Mrs. Gillon) then came out into the street ; Mrs. Gillon said 
something, but witness cannot remember what it was; had known her before. 

The whiskey was distributed in the bog about between twelve and one o’clock 
as witness recollects ; thinks it was about eight o’clock in the morning of that d ’ 
that the police and the drivers started from Ballibay ; cannot positively swear 
whether the whiskey was distributed by Mr. Mansfield or Samuel Gray; did not 
see any more whiskey distributed on that day to the police ; cannot tell the name 
of the policeman that was in the cart, with a lame foot ; cannot tell whether all 
the Ballibay police were out on that day, but does not think they were ; does not 
believe serjeant Irwin was out on that day. 



Samuel Gray sworn : 

Was out on the 16th of May last distraining for tithes due to Dean Roper for 
the parish of Aughnamullen ; accompanied Mr. Mansfield ; saw Gillon’s cow on 
that; she was on the road opposite to Gillon’s, and had then been distrained- 
did not see the cow taken into custody of the drivers, as the party of police and 
the drivers were between Collins’s and Gillon’s house, witness being then along 
with Mr. Mansfield in the rear of the drivers, and the cattle they had distrained • 
saw four of the drivers run quickly on ahead of the party ; soon after saw one at 
least of the drivers jump off the right of the road into \vhat witness considered a 
field, close convenient to Gillon’s cowhouse ; saw two or three cows driven by 
a woman towards Gillon’s cowhouse, the driver in the field was pursuing them • 
some time after witness lost sight of that driver, as well as of the others that had 
run on ahead ; the names of the four drivers that went ahead are George Hawe 
John Hawthorn, Robert M‘Dade, and John Henry. In a very few minutes after* 
witness and Mr. Mansfield, with the party of police, arrived on the point of the 
road opposite to Gillon’s house, and found the four drivers and Gillon’s cow 
waiting on the road ; did not see Francis M‘Mahon until after the cow had been 
brought on the road. 

Neither Mr. Mansfield nor witness, from their position on the road, could have 
seen the cow taken out of the cowhouse, the back of which was then facing them ; 
cannot from his own knowledge state whether the drivers broke in Gillon’s door or 
not; positively swears he had no conversation with Francis M‘ Mahon respecting 
the breaking in of Gillon’s door ; gave no directions to the driver to beat in the 
door. Io the best of witness’s recollection, serjeant Monaghan of the police went 
rouncl with Mr. Mansfield, and distributed the whiskey to the police; heard Mr. 
Mansfield give distinct directions to serjeant Monaghan that each man should get 
Si* 0 J? e , S ass i a™ see any of the police tipsy on that day ; on that day Mr. 
Mansfield kept his body of police together, and detached none of them; when the 
whiskey was distributed on the road the police were drawn up two deep, ranks 
opened and a glass only distributed to each ; some of them refused to take any; 
thinks that from the fatiguing duty upon which the police were employed that day, 
they required more refreshment than a glass of whiskey each ; has understood that 
liquor, in moderate proportions, has been distributed with the knowledge of com- 
manding officers, to the army and police on other occasions, when employed on 
simi ai u les. A policeman with a sore foot got witness’s permission to ride in a 
cart; that policeman was perfectly sober on that clay ; Mr. Mansfield continued 
on that day with his party of police from the time they left Ballibay in the morn- 
i n ,"’ th <;y returned in the evening to their quarters. On the morning of that day 
Mr. Mansfield cannoned wetness and the drivers, that doors were not to be broken ; 
that the drivers should go civilly and quietly and give no offence, and not to do 
any thing improper, or that the law could take hold of them for, for he thought it 
was a pity of the people ; that he did not blame them for not paying tithe, but 
their leaders. In consequence of this, witness repeatedly cautioned hit men to a 
similat effect. Neither Mr. Mansfield nor any of his men took any part in tliecol- 
lection of tithes ; the driving of the cattle distrained was left solely to the drivers ; 
nnrft? rM dl 1ir t c\n rf u re , ln ” ny wa J’ ‘ h ey were there solely to protect ; knows 
rece .Ok' MiU ;? field had an y son of authority from any quarter whatsoever to 
MaTfi U h eS ; i f .“ one y, had been tendered on the road to witness, and Mr. 

had advised or directed witness to take it, witness would not have felt in 
the y nrdFr b0U ".t, S0 t0 - d °' Whenever wit ness had occasion to apply for the aid of 
htosblf he TppM V ‘ eW t0 C ° llectin e *e tithe, it was always to Mr. Mansfield 

When 
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When the party arrived that day at Gillon’s house, eight or ten distresses had 
been made. The distance between Collins’s and Gillon’s house is about a quarter 
of a mile. When the drivers left witness to pursue Gillon’s cow, witness had 
proceeded about one-third of the way between those houses ; the field in which 
Gillon’s cow was, was on the right hand side of the road, and about 18 perches in 
the rear of the cowhouse; the woman was driving the cows off, before witness 
sent the drivers in pursuit ; the driver that jumped into the field went round in the 
rear of the cowhouse, to the right; the field in question is not between the road 
and the cowhouse, but in the rear of the latter ; there is a small spot of ground 
situate between Gillon’s dwelling-house and offices and the high road ; cannot say 
whether any of the drivers crossed through that spot of ground ; did not see any 
of the drivers pass through the lane leading from the road to Gillon’s house, but 
thinks they must have gone that way as the most convenient way; it is a round of 
not more than four or five perches, in witness’s opinion ; has not the slightest recol- 
lection of Gillon’s having offered him any money on that day ; he might or he 
might not ; a man named Brammigan, whose pig was distrained, offered witness 
money on that day ; witness accepted the money, that is, he directed his man Davi- 
son to receive it; witness charged Brammigan 2 s. 6 cl. costs, but returned the latter 
to him some time after; witness himself received no tithe on the road that day; 
thinks he directed Davison to receive tithe from Francis M' Mahon and another 
man of the same name ; has no recollection of having ever said that he had been 
forbidden by Mr. Mansfield to take tithe-money on the road ; is confident that 
Mr. Mansfield never gave him any such order. Annaboy bog is about 2 i miles 
from Ballibay. None of the police were detached that day. lhinks cattle were 
taken from the M'lntees on that day ; does not know their house. On one occa- 
sion a good number of the police went up a few perches, in a field on the right ot 
the road, but rejoined the main body immediately ; thinks they must have separated 
from the main body for the purpose of seeing where the drivers went to ; did not 
see them go further towards MHntee’s house than to the summit of a rock t lat 
was in the field ; witness was before them riding, and turned back when he saw the 
drivers coming ; did not see any of the police go as tar as witness 111 the direction 
of M ‘In tee’s house ; at the furthest point that witness went the police were within 
two or three perches behind him ; thinks the rock is about five or six perches from 
the road; does not think witness applied to Mr. Mansfield for that detachment 
of police ; thinks Mrs. Anderson’s house is about three miles from balhbay; thinks 
the place where the police got the liquor is about half a nule from Mrs. Anderson s. 
First met Francis M ‘Mahon that day on the road, about a perch or tv o from 
Gillon’s house, on the Carrickmacross side; could not possibly have seep 
M‘Mahon on the Ballibay side of the road on that day, before Gillon s cow was 

d, The ne police and drivers proceeded with the distresses about 

direction from Ballibay, before they turned back towards Ball libaj '» n 

by a different road, namely, the new line; the police got ur ie 

the road in the evening, that refreshment consisted of spirits and wa e, an ^’ ead . 

From Geoghagan’s house to Ballibay, the shortest way is e , ’ ^ 

was not at Geoghagan’s that they turned; they crossed from Geogl agan s to the 

new road. To the best of his recollection, the policeman , who . was in .the cart at 

Annaboy bog, continued in the cart till the party got in 0 a y Relieves 

is most positive it was the same man continued all that time in the ca t Believes 

Robert M‘Dade collected tithes in Farney, rather thinks .n Gray ■ Porte r s paush , 

is not aware that Mr. Mansfield called for the assistance of a ^tiate but v tn s 

did; does not recollect any other detachment of the police on jhat day , did 

communicate to any c 



auuiucm. , 1 ■ • 

of the witnesses about to be brought forward on this inquiry 
any of the evidence already given by him. ■ tliat such was not to be 

witness and drivers to commit no outrage, he . ’ . , ■ j..;..p rc . he did not 



commTtte7inhisTMa'nsf, eld's) view ; when witness cautioned his^dtivers be did not 

merely tell them to commit no outrage P ™ d Se " ec0 „ d distribution of refresh- 

About six hours elapsed between the _ “ for the d . dy W as not alto- 

ment to the police upon the second oc ™“ ’ h ° %’ U j bay and two or three 
gether concluded ; they were then on their return y evening The 

further distresses were made on their return horn 1 e waY a ° on the 

refreshment on the second occasion was distn u ^ t t he men was 

first; any whiskey that remained in the and s“u7m- 

put back into, the jar, which was coi 

239 * 



ked and put back in the cart, and strict mjunc- 
* \ tions 

d 2 
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•ions were given by Mr. Mansfield, to the policeman that sat in the cart to let 
one get access to it. The party of police that witness spoke of as being detach^ 
Mr Mansfield COntlnued aiI tlle tlme witbin reasonable speaking distance from 

The l6tli of May last was the first day on which witness and the party of nolice 
went out for the purpose of distraining for tithe ; thinks the party of police con 
sisted of about 40; witness on that day took out about 17 or 18 assistants' 
thinks about 40 distresses were made on that day. * 

The Defence closes. 



Robert M‘ Gee's Case. 

Robert M‘Gee sworn : 

Lives at Aughmikees in the parish of Aughnamullen ; holds one acre of land 
there, and has so for 30 years or more. The amount of his yearly tithe is 1 5 01 . 
he pays it to Dean Roper. On the 16th of May last went in the morning to 
Carrickmacross, accompanied by his wife ; left his house locked ■ the house u 
on the right hand side of the road from Castleblaney to Cootchill ; returned to his 
house that evening ; found it open ; the wood-work of the door was smashed • the 
ock, which was an inside one, was lying on the floor, and had the appearance of 
having been driven into the house by blows from without; on going into his house 
missed an empty sack and a stone of flax, which had been there when he left 
home m the morning; at that time owed only one year’s tithe. On the 20th of 
- ay sent his wife to Ballibay with l s. 3 j d. and 1 s. costs, to be paid to Samuel 
Gray, and she brought back the sack and flax. 

Left Ins house in charge of no one ; witness’s nearest neighbour is Brian M'Cabe 
he lives on the opposite side of the road to witness ; saw Brian M’Cabe that inorn- 
111 before he went to Carrickmacross ; gave neither M’Cabe nor any of his family 
any charge to look after his house; saw M’Cabe that night on his return horned 
had a conversation that night with M’Cabe and the rest of M’Cabe’s family on 

a witne« hefe ^ h “ V '" g bee " br ° ken open - Bl ian M ‘ Cabe is •» 

MHhlv It, he T ”°‘ at “ 1C breakin S; k “ ows ‘ ha direct road from 

it tlMi* h ! f b0US ? ; bls bouse 1S as close to the main road as law allows 
door of he hn “? far from ; vhere " lta ess now is to the wall of this room ; the 
Witnesf’ h h h0use . fac t es the road; a person coming up the Ballibay road towards 

mmss Tie, r« e T ■ fr °" t ,° f il at thc distance of 1 10 y«ds ; Carrickma- 
hou,e Th Sh U P h‘ om witness s house about six miles; knows Geoghagan’s 
road L ™ ^ cr f s .™ ads that house, which is at the left hand side of the 
ODDosite^e 7T A r mm Ballba ^ Googhagan’s office-houses are at the 
f? o r he front Of r d ’, frontl ,"g tbe dwelling-house; it is about 10 or 11 perches 
Geophauan m- S °® ces to witness s house; the office-houses of 

ai tffi from f /- ng b f tter ! ha “ the leD S tb of tbis room; a person standing 

house - there ' ° r °f e0 shagan s office-houses could see the front of witness’s 
between he 1 ° T nd h,s .house, but a broad tree- bush on the road side 
a kind of hninh' 6 °- 1S b ? use a,)d Geoghagan’s ; the bush witness speaks of is 
Inst • if a ner« g gr0 ' Tln g °? tb lr road side I the hush was in leaf on the 1 6 th of May 
of that hon W u e co ™S, frora Geoghagan’s offices to witness’s house, his vieiv 
a e office, n u n<>t te ° bs S ructed ^ the bush, barring for one perch. There 
W on f . m'r w, f ne “’ s d w’ellintg-house ; they are about nine or lofeet 
h a “ “ nde y tbe ? ame roof as the dwelling-house; the latter 

house nuH o; ° eo S^ la g aas i there is no fence between the point of witness’s 
iffil nf M ^ and tbe h : gh road ’ has a ° abbd living with himself. On the 
had „ h " 0 . P “, S “ n but h ! s '? ife b ™g in the house with him ; on that day 
dav ■ on g h- n ? g ° a r ’ tlc P'g tied a P H1 the outhouse of the morning of that 
with’ she “ from Carrickmacross that evening was at his house before his 

cro,; ^ e ,; WES i about i° or 1 2 perches behind him; left his bouse for Carrickma- 
found the dnnv nffr "i the or before it was daylight; when he returned 

the door • the in l 'k'? 0 ,’ w!ca °P en ’ t° un( l the lock on thc floor, right forenent 
■ The first ner, C bad , tbe a Ppearance as if it had been smashed in by stones. 
Attorney TE ,% T Wltness made a “mplaint about this matter was 
spoke of ittoTev 0 Garrickmacross; this was on the 2oth of May; before that, 

I it to seveial, but cannot say to whom in particular. Biddy M’Cabe told 

fitness 
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witness that the door had been broken in by Sam Gray’s men ; she said Joe Davison 
was the first that kicked the door ; can read and write ; witness did not swear 
an information before a magistrate against Joe Davison, because he did not know 
the others of Gray’s drivers that were with him on the occasion ; cannot tell by 
whom the affidavit made by him in this case was drawn up ; but before he swore it 
it was read to him by Mr. William Jackson, of Ballibay, in that town ; believes it 
was in Mr. Matron’s house it was so read to him. Witness was accused of 
beating one of the tithe-drivers about the month of May 1832. 

A person standing at the cross-roads, or on the Castleblaney road, near the 
Cross, could see the door of witness’s house well, the bush would not obstruct 
the view; witness was acquitted of the charge made against him of beating the 
drivers. 

Bridget M'Cabe sworn : 



Lives with her husband ; their house is on the road from Castleblaney to 
Cootehill, and immediately opposite to Robert M ‘Gee’s. On the i6lh of May last, 
about the middle of the day, was on the road between the two houses ; the door 
of M'Gee’s house was close shut and locked ; witness had that morning seen 
M'Gee lock it and put the key in his pocket, when he was going to the market ; 
saw Joe Davison and another boy, whose name she docs not know, come to the 
door of M'Gee’s house ; they came from the direction of Cootehill ; they went to 
M ‘Gee’s door, and wanted it to be opened ; witness told them there was no one in 
the house, and that M'Gee and his wife were in Carrickmacross market ; they said 
they would break the door if they did not get it opened; witness went between 
them and the door ; Joe Davison then handed witness by the shoulder across the 
road, and told her to go out and mind her own business ; Davison then kicked the 
door with his foot two or three times ; the other boy lifted a stone and struck the 
door till he broke it in ; he broke the board of the door and split it quite open ; 
by the blow of the stone the lock was broken off, and pitched upon the floor of 
the house ; witness was standing by quite close to them ; Davison and the boy 
then entered the house ; they opened the room door and took out a bunch of flax 
and some coarse linen made it into a sack ; before they broke in the door witness 
told them she would give them a pledge for the tithe ; they said they would break 
the door, and would not take a pledge; at the time the door was so broken the 
police were on the Ballibay road, near Geoghagan’s house ; they were from 
Geoghagan’s down the Ballibay road ; they were standing there ; when M‘Gee 
returned that evening from market, witness told him what she i3 now stating on her 



When the door was breaking in witness could plainly see the police from where 
she stood ; the police did not come down nearer than .the cross-roads to M Gees 
house ; if the police were looking in the direction of M'Gee’s house they could have 
seen the door breaking in ; Mr. Mansfield was with the police, so was Samuel 
Gray; they had a good deal of cattle and pigs with them; did not see any ot 
the police up as far as the Cross when the door was breaking in. The cattle were 
in front of the police at Geoghagan’s house at the time the door was breaking. in.; 
did not see any of the cattle even as far as the Cross; the gable of M tree s 
house was to the police at that time ; M‘Gee is no relative to the witness •, there Is 
a room between the dwelling-house where M‘Gee lives and Geoghagans house ; 
that room is a part of the dwelling-house ; there is no outside door to it ; theie is 
a small door to a biar which is on the Cootehill side of M‘C,ee s house ; knows 
Joe Davison well, and had known him before that day ; positively swears lie was 
breaking in M'Gee’s door that day ; does not know a person of the name ot 
Hawthorne or Harness; about an hour, or an hour and a half after the drivers 
went away, witness went to M ‘Gee's house, and pnt a kind of fastening on the 
door ; it continued closed until M‘Gee returned from the market, for witness con- 
tinued watching it for fear any body would go in ; saw M Oee I ® ven “8 
coining to the door ; witness then went up to the door with M Gee , thinks the 
door was then fastened, but is not sure ; did not pass any remarks ; cM”Ot tell 
whether the door was then wide open or not; when witness went into the house 
along with the drivers the lock was lying on the floor forenent the door, at the 
opposite side of the kitchen; did not herself lift up the lock, but some of the 
neighbours that came in did, and looked at it ; cannot tell whether those pe. sons 
left the lock where they found it, or put it elsewhere ; cannot say whether the lock 
was lying where she first saw it when she and M'Gce entered the house in the 
2 3 g. n 3 evening; 



’rinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



3 o PAPERS RELATING TO COLLECTION OF 

evening ; the lock was a large heavy lock ; cannot tell whether M‘Gee took 
the lock, or made any observation about it ; the neighbours that came i r P 
M ‘Gee’s house remained there till witness fastened the door ; to witness’s kn' ° 
ledge M‘Gee gave no directions on that morning to witness, or any of her fanfl"' 
to have a look-out after his house or his pig; it was by means of a nail a^i 
a string that witness fastened the door; cannot tell whether witness or 
loosened the string that evening, nor can she swear that either one or the other of 
them loosened it ; cannot say whether she saw M‘ Gee’s wife that evening bef 
witness and M‘Gee entered the house ; when M‘Gee and witness entered the 
Uouse there was no one in the house, to the best of her opinion. 



Peter M‘Cabe sworn : 

Lives near the cross-roads in the parish of Aughnamulleo ; holds four acres of 
hind; his tithe is 5 2 d. yearly. Remembers the 16th of May last; about the 

middle of the day on that day was near M ‘Gee’s house; was at the door of it- 
three of Samuel Gray’s men had distrained witness’s cow, and were taking it 
towards the cross-roads ; they had to pass by Robert M‘ Gee’s door ; Joe Davison 
was one of the drivers; the drivers stopped on the road opposite M'Gee’s door- 
Bridget M‘Cabe was standing close up to the door ; she said, “ if it was tithe they 
wanted, there it was for them, and not to break open the door;” she said “she 
would give a pledge for the tithe if they wanted it, and that M‘Gee and his wife 
were at the market.” Davison looked at his book, and said the amount of the tithe 
was is. 3 «- ; Bridget M'Cabe said she would pay it; Davison said “he would 
take no pledges or money, but that he would break that door any way •” Davison 
then handed Bridget M'Cabe from the door, and began kicking at it with his foot' 
the door was then shut dose ; another driver then came with a shoulder-stone and 
put It in through the door (by shoulder stone, witness means a heavy stonel • it 
was about the lock of the door that the stone struck. Two of the drivers as wit- 
ness recollects, then went into the house and took some bundles out : witness can- 
not say what was ill it; witness did not go into the house ; when the door was 
breaking in the police were at Geoghagan’s ; Joe Davison is the only one of the 
drivers that witness knew ; the police could have easily seen the crowd at M'Gee’s 
Of °lpr he ? ?¥'°° ked th , at wa J, ; witness himself offered Joe Davison the amount 
ot M Gee s tithe before he broke in the door, but Davison refused to take it; at 
the tune the door was breaking in the police were down at Geoghagan’s, some 
standing on the road, and some sitting on the ditch of the right hand side of the 
road to Castlebianey ; they had come as far as the turn round Geoghagan’s house ; 
diere was nothing hut a tree-brush or hedge to prevent the police seeing what was 
going on at M'Gee’s door. fa 

nol^e “he f °m 0 ' Ved the P°¥ e to Ballibay that evening ; there was a cart with the 
?r?to the ™ t hey i "’ erea tGeoghagan’s; saw some of the police putting pledges 
deal of ’ Y'l™ u d, T rs were breakin S in M'Gee’s house there was a good 
i “ j and , b “ stIe °. a the road slde : a deal of the neighbours were there f the 
police could easily have heard the noise, and as far a<Tain b 

nn m “ W T aS tak f d0y ^ Joe Gavison°and two other drivers ; came 
between ,n / °” gW I th *¥ drlvels ’ witness’s house is distant from M'Gee’s 
witness’s^ and . 4 °P ercbes l k ” ows the direction of Cootehill from M'Gee’s house; 
Ind fnrthe, ftn ¥ “ lttle ¥ aboat ' 2 or >3 perches from the Cootehill-road, 
before win > m e cr n ss 'foad than M'Gee’s ; none of the three drivers went on 
M-r-The H° w , tlll , the y and wltn ®» arrived at M'Gee’s house; Bridget 

on that ri n PP .i rG 0 e l ! iat ^ a y near her down-lying; the first time he saw her 
' has* form If WaS m™" 8 t° m her own house towa rds M‘Gee’s ; her husband 
somf Of th’ r pays he I i ean B°p er ; when M'Gee’s house was breaking in 
pan’s p If were 0n the Ba ! liba y road ’ and some had turned round Geogha- 

ontheCastleblaneyroad; saw several drivers and 
some on the G P « h? “ that , tlme 1 some of them were on the Ballibay road, and 
raHle and so? ^ a ¥ yr0ad; , at thls time some of the police were driving the 
hebed hv w»Tl„ ’ i hat ., 1S > were be] P“g ‘o drive them on the road; they 
stravinv off rhp g . afte r,. tbe drl . vers and cattle, and preventing the cattle from 
Grav 4 si„ ,ho r?„ n w,t " e f s can “? U P t0 Samuel Gray, at Geoghagan’s, 

the Cross hut 7 1 ‘ V' 4 ,. 1 ".’, 0 tbe , P°hcemen and drivers ; Gray was then at 
cattle on thY, m ° le towards Ballibay than any other direction ; at that time all the 
came on the road were m front ot the drivers and the .police; they were in the 

same 
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same position as that in which witness saw them when the drivers M ere breaking 
in M'Gee’s door; when witness came up to Gray the police and drivers were not 
in the act of moving forward ; on that occasion saw Mr. Mansfield ; cannot say 
positively whether he was' then on horseback or not; when witness came to Samuel 
Gray some of the police had come up as far as Geoghagan’s, that is, as far as to 
the Cross ; while M ‘Gee’s house was breaking in, witness’s cow was advancing to 
the Cross under the charge of one of the drivers. There is a board-tree bush 
between M'Gee’s house and Geoghagan’s offices ; thinks it is about three yards 
and a half long ; cannot say whether this bush would intercept the view of M'Gee’s 
door from a person standing at the cross-road. Martin Duffy was outside M ‘Gee’s 
door when it was broken in ; cannot remember the name of any other person who 
was there ; witness did not go forward to Mr. Mansfield to complain that M l Gee’s 
house was broken in ; no one, to witness’s knowledge, made such complaint ; 
when witness came up to Gray he did not himself make such complaint, for he 
thought the police had been looking on ; did not say a word to Mr. Mansfield or 
Gray about the house having been broken open. 

The complainant’s case closes. 



Defence. 

Joseph Davison sworn : 

Recollects the 16th of May last ; thinks it was about between twelve and one 
o’clock that the police and drivers and cattle were near Geoghagan’s house ; 
witness was then on the road with the police ; was not one of the drivers that broke 
into M‘Gee’s house on that day ; knows Brien M'Cabe that lives opposite to 
M'Gee’s house; has seen his wife Bridget M'Cabe ; cannot say whether or not he 
saw her on that day; the drivers that distrained M'Gee’s house were John Haw- 
thorne and James Breckney, as they informed witness ; saw those two bring 
a pledge, thinks it was some flax, from M'Gee’s house to a cart that was on the 
road near Geoghagan’s ; witness only knows it was brought from M'Gee’s house, 
as he was informed by those drivers ; did not himself see them distraining M'Gee ; 
a cow of Peter M'Cabe’s that had been distrained, was brought to Samuel Gray 
about the same time ; at this time the police were halted on the road ; the police 
were then sitting on the ditches on the road side, that is, on the side of the road 
leading from Cootehill to Castleblaney ; the drivers and cattle were then in front 
of the police on that road ; they were on their way towards Castleblaney, and had 
halted there for the drivers that were at M'Gee’s house to come up ; the police 
were then about 30 perches from the Cross ; witness was then in the rear of the 
police, about two perches or so from Geoghagans house; was waiting therefor the 
drivers that were out to come up ; did not see M'Gees house broken open ; there 
was a great crowd of country people round witness ; witness had a better opportu- 
nity of seeing M'Gee’s house than any of the police; the police could not see the 
house at all from where they were ; they were entirely out of sight of the house at 
the time ; about half an hour before the police had been halted on the Ballibay 
side of Geoghagan’s house ; the reason of the second halt was to give time to the 
drivers that were out to come up, and the country was gathering in crowds ; 
witness himself applied to Mr. Mansfield to halt his men ; he, Mr. Mansfield, was 
then at the bead of the police on the road. 

Knows a townland called Tullenregish, in the parish of Aughnamullen ; a part of 
that townland is a mile from Geoghagan’s, another part of it is not half a mile; 
the police halted, as witness thinks, half an hour at the Ballibay side of Geogha- 
ghan’s ; when they so halted was between 30 and 40 perches from Geoghagan’s ; 
the police and drivers turned round Geogaghan’s house into the Castleblaney road, 
because there was an intention to collect tithes that way ; heaid Mr. Mansfield 
say that he would have the cattle round to the Castleblaney road, in order to have 
a better view of the country, as crowds of the country people were collecting round 
Geoghagan’s door ; such crowds were collecting round tnat house at the time ; 
a great many, more than 20, of the country people had so collected ; the greater 
number were men; thinks, to the best of his belief, there were no women or 
children among them ; when the police were halted on the Ballibay side of 
Geoghagan’s house, they could not see M'Gee’s door broken open, supposing it 
to have been then broken open ; the door could not be seen at all from that part of 

Saw Hawthorne bring up the pledges, namely, a bunch of flax tied up, from 
230. P 4 M'Gees ; 
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M ‘Gee’s ; at that time the cart and the cattle were on before the police, and the 
police were on the Ballibay road ; the cattle and the cart at that time were just 
turning up the Castleblaney road ; at that time Mr. Mansfield was with the police • 
when they had halted on the Ballibay road the police were then all together- 
cannot exactly say whether any of them were then mixed with the cattle and 
drivers, but thinks they were all together; after the police, cattle and drivers had 
turned round Geoghagan’s house and got on the Castleblaney road, witness was 
standing on that road near Geoghagan’s house, waiting for the rest of the drivers 
that were out to come up ; Mr. Mansfield came back alone to witness, and told 
him to hurry on the drivers as quick as possible, as there was a great crowd on the 
cross-roads ; witness then went with Mr. Mansfield along the Castleblaney road to 
the police; the entire party, police and drivers, halted about 10 minutes there- 
during all that time the police were in witness’s view ; the drivers and cattle were 
in front of the police; the police were resting themselves on the road side - saw 
Peter M'Cabe there ; did not hear him make any complaint to Mr. Mansfield of 
M'Gee’s house having been broken open; there is a chapel on the right of 
M'Gee’s house, as you pass it from the cross-roads ; the chapel and its enclosure 
would intercept the view of persons coming down the Ballitrain road to M'Gee’s 
house, from persons on that part of the Ballibay road where the police had halted. 

Witness on that day, at different times, separated from the police for the purpose 
of making distresses ; had a tithe-book with him, which he kept generally in his 
hand, and sometimes in his pocket ; does not know who distrained Peter M'Cabe’s 
cow, excepting so far as John Hawthorne told him. 

Besides having been a driver to Samuel Gray, witness kept the tithe-book and 
received the money ; keeps an inventory-book as he goes along making distresses ; 
thinks he was between 30 and 40 perches of M'Ge^s house when°M‘Gee was 
distrained ; was then on the Ballibay road ; could at that time have seen the top 
and hack of the house, but could not see the front of it. When Hawthorne brought 
the flax to witness, he told him that it was the distress taken at M'Gee’s ; and it 
is in that way he knows the time the distress was made. When the flax was brought 
up, the cart was turning the Castleblaney road, near Geoghagan’s ; saw nothing Cut 
flax. Was in the habit, when he was in Ballibay, of giving back distresses to the 
people ; it was not witness that gave back M‘Gee his distress. The tithe-book 
that witness had that day is now in court. When the police halted on the Ballibay 
side of Geoghagan’s house, witness was with them ; did not on his direct examina- 
tion say, that when they first halted then witness was in the rear ; the police did 
not halt at Geoghahan s ; when they halted on the Castleblaney road, witness came 
back to near Geoghagans to look tor the drivers that were coming up; the police 
were then at least 30 perches trom Geoghagan’s ; .the police from that place could 
not see witness, or the drivers that were coining up ; there was a rise on the road 
between the police and witness, which would prevent the police from seeing witness ; 
at that time only about two distresses were to come up ; there were four drivers 
assisting to bring up those two distresses ; the police were out that day to protect 
the peace of the country ; cannot say at what distance those drivers had gone from 
‘hepolK*. or whether if they had been attacked by the country people, the police 
could have afforded them protection. The two distresses just mentioned were 
coming from the Ballitrain direction; did not see the two drivers with those 
d 1 st 1 esses till they came up close to witness ; there was then a great crowd gathered 
round witness ; he was not in the least afraid of that crowd ; he knew every man 
or them. About two years ago witness was attacked by the country people near 
the cioss-roads ; he was then collecting tithes ; prosecuted six of them at the 
quarter sessions of this county ; there was another that was not taken ; their 
names were Bnen M'Cabe, Philip Geoghagan, Brien Duffy, Ned Duffy and John 
Kelohan ; they were all acquitted; witness appeared as a witness on their trial; 
no other person but witness gave evidence on their trial ; there were other witnesses 
in attendance, but not called ; cannot tell upon what point they were acquitted; 
the reason of their being acquitted was not because it was proved to the satisfac- 
tion of the jury tliat witness was prosecuting men that were not present on the 
occasion of the alleged attack upon him. Recollects an attack upon witness at 
Gamckunum not a year ago; the attack was at Duffy’s, and about November 
l a9t; ' vl i! 16SS Y as . tb f n collecting tithes, in consequence of that transaction, 
fcanjuel Gray obtained warrants against the Duffys, and the Duffys against him 
ana witness. Hie case in which the Duffys prosecuted witness has not yet been 
tiled. • .1 lie case m which Gray prosecuted the Duffys was tried at the last assizes 

of 
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of Monaghan; two witnesses were examined on it; the jury could not agree ; witness 
was examined as a witness on that occasion ; cannot undertake to say what were 
the number of pledges taken on the 1 6th of May — [Witness here produces the tithe- 
book that he had with him on the 1 6 th of May]; — all the entries of distresses made 
on that day are in witness’s handwriting, and were made on that day, according 
as the drivers brought in the distresses. Entries of the amount of tithe due from 
the respective tithe-payers are in a previous part. of the book; in the page headed 
“ Aughnamullen, No. 6,” there is an entry of l s. 3 J d. as due by Robert M ; Gee; 
witness had this book in his custody the whole of that day ; no other driver but 
witness had this book on that day. 

John Hawthorne sworn : 

Was one of the drivers out with Samuel Gray and the police on the 16th of 
May last; a distress was on that day made in the house of Robert M'Gee, near 
the cross-roads ; the distress was made by witness and two other drivers, William 
Hartness and James Breaky ; the distress made was two bunches of flax that had 
been dressed ready for hackling ; nothing else was was taken ; there was nothing 
at all about the flax ; the flax was found in a room of M'Gee’s house j when 
witness went to the house the door was shut to ; witness himself opened it ; there 
was a man standing at the door that wanted to prevent witness from getting in ; 
witness and he jostled at the door, and in that jostling witness forced the door in ; 
there was a boy inside when witness went in ; cannot swear w'hether the door had 
been locked or not does not know who the man was that was preventing witness 
from getting into the house ; the boy inside had a leathern apron on, and seemed 
to be a brogue, or shoemaker, and appeared as if the noise had made him start 
from his work ; not a board in the door was broken ; before the door Avas forced 
in saw a woman with her back to the door ; does not know that woman’s name ; 
at this time the police were on the Ballibay road, near Geoghagan’s ; before 
witness arrived at M'Gee’s house he saw the police there ; he and the other two 
drivers, when they came to M'Gee’s house,' did not come to it by any road, but 
through the fields at the back of the house ; it was from those fields that he saw 
the police ; after taking the flax from M'Gee’s, he took and put it into the cart, 
which was just turning at the Cross, up the Castleblaney road ; the police were 
then halted down on the Ballibay road, a good distance down from Geoghagan’s ; 
knows the road from the Cross to the chapel, down past by M'Gee’s house ; any 
person coming down the Ballitrain road by the chapel to M'Gee’s house, could 
not be seen by the police while they were stationed on the Ballibay road ; none ot 
the police, while stationed there, could see the front of M'Gee’s house ; the cart, 
cattle and drivers were in advance of the police when witness came up with the 
flax ; at that time not one of the police had advanced as far as Geoghagan’s ; 
at that time there was a policeman in the cart ; witness spoke to him ; that police- 
man could not have seen from the cart the door of M'Gee’s house at the time 
witness entered it; when witness came up to the cart he did not see Joseph 
Davison ; as soon as he saw Davison, which was about half an hour after, he put 
the flax in the cart ; he told him he had taken a pledge from M'Gee, and a cow 
from Peter M'Cabe ; it was the witness, and the other two drivers already men- 
tioned, that distrained M'Cabe ; cannot recollect whether M'Cabe accompanied 
his cow and the drivers to M'Gee’s house ; the cow was brought through the 
fields ; when the police moved round from the Ballibay to the Castleblaney road, 
they advanced upon the latter without halting, till they arrived at about 3° or 40 
perches from Geoghagan’s house ; Brian Duffy’s house is oh the left side, and 
another, Geoghagan’s,' on the right of the part of the road where the police then 
halted ; thinks the police from that place could not see Geoghagan s house at the 
cross-roads; Mr. Mansfield, or the police, could not know of drivers being in the 
rear, unless told so by Samuel Gray or Joseph Davison; the police halted on the 
Castleblaney road, because a crowd was gathering at the Cross, and some of 
the drivers were still out, and there was a fear there might be a quarrel ; 
Mr. Mansfield and the police were ready to assist in every way to prevent any dis- 
turbance; did not hear Peter M'Cabe make any complaint to Mr. Mansfield, or 
Samuel Gray, of M'Gee’s house having been broken open; Joseph Davison was 
not either at Peter M'Cabe’s when his cow was distrained, nor at M'Gee s when 
the pledge was taken there ; when M'Gee’s house was broken, Joseph Davison 
was riding Samuel Gray’s horse, and in quite a different townland ; thinks it was 
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in the townland of Tullinamalroad ; he was so far off that witness could not 
him ; saw him returning on the horse, when the police had halted on the CastT 
blaney road ; this was between 20 and 30 minutes after witness had put the flax f" 
the cart, and was on the Castleblaney road ; when the police had halted sa 
Davison on horseback making his way through the country to the Castleblanev 
road ; Davison could not by possibility have seen witness put the flax in tile carrt 
"■hen witness and the other drivers went to M'Gee’s house, the only distress thei- 
had in their custody was Peter M‘Cabe’s cow ; cannot recollect whether M'Cabe 
house is in the view from the Ballibay road leading to the cross-roads ■ witne,! 
and the two other drivers turned off the Ballibay road, for the purpos’e of Hi. 
training M'Cabe, at about half a mile from the Cross ; before lie and the drived 
on that occasion came to M'Caheh they distrained two other persons ■ canno 
tell their names ; did not know their names oil that day, excepting that Davison 
pointed to their houses, and desired witness to distrain them ; took from one of 
these men a chest and a churn, from the other wearing apparel ; witness sent them 
by some drivers that were along with him to put into the cart ; did not go alnno 
with them himself; cannot, without seeing Mr. Gray’s book, tell the name of th? 
townland ; had no particular charge on that occasion more than any of the other 
drivers ; the policeman with a sore foot who was in the cart, and the driver 
appeared to be the persons having charge of cart ; when witness put any plednes 
in the cart he told the driver of the cart that he had done so, and bid him take 
care of it; if witness knew the name of the person distrained he told it to the 
driver of the cart ; if he did not know the name he could not tell it • while 
witness was away from the police they were still in his view, till he was’cominc 
down to M Gee s house by the back of the chapel ; when he put the flax in the 
cait, one of the drivers had driven on M'Gee’s cow to where the other cattle 
t'hen on h H, Ca K e irK d thc '’ jt»t turned up the Castleblaney road ; the police were 
To h n Ball,b 7 , 0 . ad - and seemed to be nearly on the move ; could not see 
Joseph Davison at that time ; lie was not with any of the drivers ; it was from 
the Garnckmacross side that witness saw Davison riding in upon the Ballibay 

Wm < ^»? aV .h°" a i tha j-j“ e h “ d n0 distress witl ‘ '“'m, but the drivers along with 
hi. 1 had the police did not immediately move on at that time ; thinks that the 
pohee, when stationed on the Ballibay road, could hardly have seen Davison and 

malmldT "\l T "i* b ' m °” this °“ a siou ; the townland of Tullina. 
n a load is on the right hand side of the Castleblaney roatl ; part of the Castle- 

when J the loK 68 T*? ’ if' t0 ," n ' and 1 detachment of the police was sent, 
dmv T S ha d for * he dnvere t0 coma up; saw Joe Davison riding 

e„ h ok „ ,-° SS '? T ‘ f tbe dl ' ivcrs " ere but saw no one else 

oltii'.iJm'*' k i' ger numberof tb e crowd that had been outside 
cl „ ™ 1 dispersed ; cannot swear that to persons were then there; 

/ . Inan }' drivers at that time were coming in to rejoin the main body ; 

cattle nil the dl8trassa8 wcre then coming in, as witness was before the 

cattle on the road, in iront of the police. 

a bov 6 orn°hn,, t ! la , t , Prei ' e c nted witnes3 from °P enin S M ‘Gee’s door was a slip of 
Hve hi that hnw 7 °t r 18 e 1 ; ’ 9 J eare ° f he said to witness that he did not 
RLGee l , o 0 1 "'tMss did not ask where M'Gee was, because he did not know 
IectTnJ tithe 1 H .'t T M ? b °. use ’ told ‘hat boy that witness was out col- 
hell he should ei 3 la " an ted the tithe ; tile boy replied, “ that he might go to 
back to 1 1 rh,A a 110 n t a there ; the woman that had been standing with her 
else Lll, IT bu t made no offer of money or pledge, or anything 

place where hp C n ^ethei Peter M'Cabe was there then; thinks fi ■orn the 
been on t^niT" "T 8 7 ay ™ Mr ’ Gre y’ s h °"*. that he could not 
"htLsdistraned M.r ^. y '' M t*" witn “» dis “™ed Peter M‘Cabe’s cow; 
clisti ained M Cabe s cow about 10 minutes before he came to M'Gee’s. 

The' Defence closes. 



Peter Murphy's Case. 

Peter Murphy sworn : 

farm of land^heTe l°r^ ai ' r ^ U ^’ P ar * s h °f Aughnamullen ; has a small 

paying to Dean Ronpi- ? 'i 16 1S f"* s ' 0 ^ "diich he has been in the habit of 
P ying Dean Rope, ; it is about four years since the parish was put under the 

Composition 
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Composition Act. On Friday, the 17th of May last, witness was at his own house, 
when he heard that the tithe proctor was coming to collect the tithes ; his house 
and land are on the left hand side, and the distance of about half a mile off the road 
leading from Ballibay to Shercock ; on hearing the tithe collectors were coming, 
witness went out of the house and moved on along a cart-road that runs through 
the townland ; when he had advanced about 40 perches, he met Joseph Davison, 
who was on horseback, and then standing at the door -of Patrick Connellon of 
Garryduff; there were six or seven drivers along with Davison ; witness knew none 
of them but Davison ; some of the drivers were inside searching the house ; 
witness said to Davison that “ he would save him the journey of going to 
witness’s house, and that there was his tithe;” witness' then took out of his pocket 
9 s. and showed it in his hand to Davison, and told him to take the tithe, and any 
costs he had to charge, and not to go to witness’s house ; Davison told witness to 
go to himself for that he was on the road by himself witness understood Davison 
to mean Samuel Gray ; witness told Davison “ that as he, Davison, had the 
tithe-book in his hand he could receive it, and that witness had no business to go 
to Gray Davison at this time had a large book in his hand ; Davison then bid 
witness begone out of that, and advanced towards witness’s house, and all the 
drivers along with him ; witness wanted to go along the road with the drivers, but 
they would not let him, and threatened him with their staves not to mix with 
them ; Owen Murphy and John Murphy were at that time with witness ; John 
Murphy was struck by one of the drivers; witness and Owen Murphy then moved 
across the corn-fields by a short way to the house, where he arrived at the same 
time with the drivers ; the drivers then, went to witness’s cowhouse-door, which was 
then locked ; one of the drivers pushed at the door with his staff, and said it was 
locked ; witness here again tendered his tithe to Davison, Davison refused to take 
it ; Davison and the drivers then moved on from the cowhouse, which is at the 
back of the dwelling-house, to the front of the house ; there is a barn in front on* 
a line and under the same roof with the dwelling-house ; the barn-door was then 
locked ; Davison desired one of the drivers to “ look,” that is to search the barn for 
a pledge ; the drivers at first tried to open it, he could not do so, he then tried to 
knock off the lock, which was a lmngin^one, with his staff; he could not open it 
by that means, and then took up a stone, struck the lock and broke the bolt of it ; 
the same drivers then opened the door and entered the barn ; on entering, he said 
“ there is nothing here but a sow pig and her young; let them stand there,” says 
Davison ; Davison and the other drivers then left witness’s premises for a while, 
and went to distrain others ; they returned to witness’s premises in about 
15 minutes, and went again to the cowhouse-door; witness then again pulled out 
9 s. or 105., and told Davison to take his tithe out of it ; Davison refused so to do ; 
Davison then said to the drivers, “ go open that door, and take a pledge if it be in 
it upon 'which one of the drivers went to. the cowhouse-door and struck it with 
a bludgeon of a staff, which had a wooden head on it like a spade; he could not force 
in the door, which was then locked ; the same driver then took up a weighty 
stone and struck it against the cowhouse-door ; witness weighed the stone since, 
it weighed nearly 34 pounds; that blow of the stone did not force open 
the door ; witness then pulled the key of the door out of his pocket and 
offered to unlock the door, upon which another driver bid witness go back, or 
he, the driver, would strike him ; Davison was by at all this ; witness then again 
tendered his tithe to Davison ; Davison replied “ he would not take it, as witness 
had not paid it when it would be taken upon this the same driver that had struck 
the door before, took up the same stone, and with two or three blows forced the 
door open ; they then first drove out one cow that was inside, and seized it for 
the tithe there was also another cow there that was newly calved ; witness wanted 
to prevent them from taking the latter cow ; one of the drivers bid him stand 
back ; witness said he would not, saying, “ one cow was enough the driver then 
struck him with a staff he had in his hand ; witness then drew back and let them 
drive both away ; Davison and the drivers then took away the two cows to where 
a party of the police were ; the police were then standing on the side of a hill, 
about 20 perches from witness’s house ; that hill faces the back of his house; 
witness followed the drivers and his cows ; Mr. Mansfield was not with that party 
of police; thinks the party of police amounted to 10 or 12; Davison with the 
other drivers and the police then moved on towards the main road, namely, that 
leading from Ballibay to Shercock ; before getting to that road, saw Mr. Mans- 
field approaching to where the 10 or 12 police were, he was riding, a few police 
239. e 2 were 
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were walking along with him ; Mr. Mansfield, on seeing Davison and the drive 
coming, turned back, and got on the main road ; witness then went on befo'* 
Davison and the drivers, and got to the main road, where Mr. Mansfield and 
Samuel Gray were; witness then pulled out 91. or tor., and told Gray th t 
there was his tithe, and desired him to return bis two cows that the drivers h d ■ 
Gray said “he could not take it on the road, but that if witness would so to 
Ballibay he would take itin the evening;” witness again tendered his tithe and an 
costs that Gray would charge, but Gray refused ; witness then begged of Grav to 
give hint one of the cows that had newly calved, but he refused ; the cows wera 
then driven on to where other cattle were on the'road ; witness then went down to 
that place to look after his own cows ; one of the drivers then bid him “ be off 
the road and not disturb the cattle,” and struck hint with his staff; it was not a 
heavy blow ; witness had given him no provocation ; it was at this lime about one 
or two o’clock ; witness then went back to where the police were halted and were 
drinking something that was distributed to them out of a jar ; one of' them bid 
witness be off the road ; witness then went to his own place, and shortly after 
came into Ballibay. In the evening saw his cows brought in and lodged in the 
pound; got them back that night on paying 5 Jd. to Stimuel Gray, and 2 s 6rf 
to Davison; would not have taken 14k for the two cows on that day when 
witness tendered the money to Gray on the road, Mr. Mansfield was within about 
seven yards of him, he was near enough to hear what witness said to Gray ■ when 
witness, alter the tender was refused, went down to look after his cows, he’turned 
off the mad and went along the adjoining field, and got in again upon the part of 
the road where the cattle were ; the police prevented him from g 0 in<» by the road ■ 
they were then ranking tbemselv* in, and would not 'let witneafpaas through 
them ; the policeman that told witness to go off the road, had his gun, as witness 
thought, ready to strike if he did not go off the road ; does not know that police- 
W'ans name, and would not know him again if he saw him ; cannot say that Mr. 
-Mansfield heard what the policeman said to witness, but he was so near that he 
might have heal'd it ; Owen Murphy remained near the cowhouse till both the 
cows were taken away ; lie was there all the time that Davison was away, after his 
first coming to witness s house; on the *cond occasion of Davison’s coming to 
witness s house, several persons were there ; witness was in such confusion that he 
could not tell who they were; cannot say whether they were neighbours or 
strangers ; saw Pat Murphy there at the latter end, but cannot say whether he 
w_a, there all the time; saw Henry Conlan at the time the cattle were going out 
of he yard ; thinks he also saw a man of the name of James Parrel there ; cannot 
call to mind others ; is positive there were to persons about his house when the 
cows were driving out of the yard ; cannot say there were 20 ; there is no house 
under the same roof wit , witness’s, but there is a cluster of houses a little farther 
1 ' h V i,1 7 tI0 “ °f Balhtrain ; the nearest house to witness’s is about three 
pel ches off tile most distant house of the cluster is not a quarter of a mile from 
w i nesss; knows the inhabitants of that cluster of houses well ; some of those 
a 1 an s were among .those that collected at witness’s house when his cows were 
driven ironi the yard ; they were talking to witness about their being going to pay 
then tithe, among them were Conlan and Farrel ; the second time that Davison 
came to witness s premises, he remained about seven minutes in all; witness is 
r ' l’ has children ; his eldest child is three years old; has no brother 
' , th ho , usl r Wlt l th ™ I hts father is dead ; the persons collected round 

the sHe of .h Se h'l U | nng J he E w 2Ure ' ve, ' e P erfe ct]y peaceable ; the police stationed oil 
» , , Usd r bed w, 'tness, "°t see the door of witness’s 

cowhouse, but they could hear the burst of the door being broken in ; thinks the 
u a . ou . 20 l )au r i<: j fj oul the cowhouse; tiiinks the policeman would have 
ooinw relivL if lf he T left ,he 10ad > f°’’ lie drew his giin as if he was 
Ti av tilM, n ,f 3 a d '] I1G l 01 n I from the time of witness’s tendering the money to 
\ J , . e ^ [ ? e road to g° home was half an hour ; did not see any travellers 
that e d*v. rrt \' hl 6 16 V ? S tllere 5 did not see an y assaulted by a policeman 
off the road™ * ,¥ r * Mansfield of the policeman that hid him go 

nartlv farina tn*.’ ¥ an ® field c ? uld havc seeL1 himself, he was standing there, and 
were" then qtnnrr ^ t ? 1616 ' v , ltness and *he policeman were.; a few of the police 
tified the nolirp ^ C T 611 - Mr * ‘^ ans ^ e * d and witness; witness could have iden- 
field ■ does art “ ' f 11,1,6 lf 1,6 bad wisl,ed t0 complain ofhim to Mr. Mans- 

“lie mab road , i°u ,he . re “ s “' of Mr. Mansfield and a party of police leaving 
load, and advancing towards Davison and the drivers ; witness did not 

complain 
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complain to Mr. Mansfield of the polieman, because he thought he would not give 
him satisfaction ; thought that Mr. Mansfield would not hear a countryman’s word 
against a policeman ; that was his only reason for not applying to Mr. Mansfield. 



Owen Murphy sworn : 

Is cousin to the. last witness ; lives in the same townland with him ; recollects 
the 17th of May last ; saw Joseph Davison and nine or ten drivers at Pat Con- 
Ian’s : had gone towards them with Peter Murphy ; saw Peter Murphy take out 
silver in his hand, and tender 5 s. o \ d. to Davison for his tithe ; -Davison refused 
taking it, but told Peter Murphy to go to the road, where Mr. Gray and the Chief 
Constable were ; after that, accompanied Peter Murphy to the house of the latter; 
Davison and the drivers went there also ; at that time did not see them do any 
thing to the cowhouse-door ; they went away for a while, and on their return went 
to the rear of Murphy’s house where the cowhouse is situate ; witness was then in 
the yard near the cowhouse; here Murphy again took out silver in his hand, and 
said to Davison, “ here is your tithe, and any costs you may charge, and do not 
abuse my place Davison said, “ You will pay it now, when you cannot help it 
Davison then rode his horse into the yard, and told one of the drivers to smash in 
the cowhouse-door, to see what was in it ; one of the drivers then took up a stone 
and threw it at the door ; Murphy then said, “ Come, do not break the door, I will 
open it myself,” and took the key out of his pocket; the driver replied that he had 
the key of it himself, and would open it himself, and then threw the stone once or 
twice more at it, upon which the door knocked open; the drivers then went into 
the cowhouse and turned out one of the cows ; he delayed a little in the cowhouse ; 
Peter Murphy then wanted to go to the door, saying, “ they had pledge enough in 
one cow for his tithe ;” one of the drivers outside would not let Murphy go to the 
door, but threatened that if he did not stand he would cleave him with his staff ; 
all the drivers then had staves ; a second cow was then turned out of the cowhouse, 
and Davison ordered the two cows to be driven away; Peter Murphy then went 
up to Davison, and prayed to let him have one of the cows that had newly calved, 
and was weak ; Davison refused ; witness followed the drivers and cattle to the 
main road, where Samuel Gray and Mr. Mansfield with the police were. 

While the drivers were at Peter Murphy’s, witness .did not see any crowd of 
persons about the premises, excepting persons that, said they were going to pay 
their tithe ; knows them all ; Peter Murphy had the same opportunity of knowing 
them ; neither Peter Murphy nor any other person has told witness of what Peter 
Murphy swore here yesterday ; did not see any stones thrown at the drivers when 
they were- at or approaching Murphy’s house. 

The people about Murphy’s were quiet and peaceable, and making no disturb- 
ance, but trying to get back their cattle that had been distrained ; thinks Peter 
Murphy was confused by the abuse his place was getting, and that he did not 
know well what he was about. 

Michael Munnahon sworn : 

On the 17th of May last was on the main road, where Samuel Gray and some 
of the police were ; saw Peter Murphy there ; saw Murphy come forward to Gray; 
he asked Gray “ if he would take his tithe and any costs he would charge, and 
that he would give it to him Murphy had moPey in his hand ; Gray said “ he 
would not take it ; that if he would take money, he could get 50 1. on the road, 
but that he would not take money there, but would at Ballibay in the evening ; 
heard Murphy ask Gray for one of his cows that had newly calved, for “ that one 
was enough for the tithe;” Gray said “ he would give none of them saw a cart 
at that time on the road, two policemen were sitting in it ; cjpes not know then- 
names ; there was also in the cart a reel, a wheel, a table and a pig. lhe rest 
of the police on the road were standing here and there ; shortly aftei the police 
moved down the road towards the Shercock side, and made a halt, and ranked at 
both sides of the road. 

The complainant’s case closes. 
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Defence. 

Joseph Davison sworn : 

Was on duty tithe collecting on the 17th of May last ; knows Peter Murnhv 
of Garrydnff; went there that day to distrain; other drivers were with witnes 
those drivers, in witness’s presence, distrained one cow of Murphy’s ; the cow w ’ 
first in the field, and when the drivers made their appearance, the cow was driven 
by Peter Murphy and two other men into the cowhouse ; witness was on ho™ 
back, and rode on to the house before the other drivers, and demanded the tithe 
from Peter Murphy, who was standing before the cowhouse door with a stone in 
each hand ; Murphy said, “ D — n you, you shall get no tithe here !” at this timp 
the cowhouse-door was half open and half shut; Murphy had not had time to shut 
it. X he drivers then came forward ; there is a great cluster of houses there • thl 
inhabitants of those houses gathered about with stones. A man came oit nf 
Murphy 8 house, and said he was mad, and that he would kill either witness or one 
of the drivers, before they should leave the ground ; that man then threw off hi* 
coat and took up stones; witness immediately sent one of the drivers off to the 
main road to Mr. Mansfield for the assistance of the police ; that driver returned 
and said the police were coming, upon which the crowd about Murphy’s premises’ 
dispersed. During the absence of the drivers that went for the police^ James 
JBreaky, a driver, was going to the cowhouse-door for the purpose of making the 
fW»k he “ Peter Murphy struck him about the back of the head with a stone • 
he held the stone in his hand and struck him ; the cow was then taken into custody 
by the drivers ; that was the only cow taken out of Peter Murphy’s cowhouse that 
day by the drivers. The drivers shortly after distrained another row that was in 
the cowhouse of a neighbouring house, and Murphy claimed the latter cow as his 
after the distresses had been brought to the main road, but not before ; the door.5 
Pelei Murphy s cowhouse was not forcibly broken open by the drivers on that 
As m . tnes * w , as taliln g the distresses from Murphy’s towards the aiain road 
he met a serjeant of police and a party of his men running towards witness ■ they 
turned back with witness and the drivers; none of the police could have seen 
stones thrown at the drivers while they were at Murphy’s; P when witness returned 

bodv^f^h^nohce 0 and *e aln r< , a p ■ fo “" d tha re Mr. Mansfield with the main 
body ot the police, and Saipuel Gray ; when witness sent for the assistance of the 
police, as above-mentioned, the assistance was promptly afforded. 

The Defence closes. 



-(*•)- 



Richard Hill, Esq. t 
S ub-Inspector, Clones. / 



I have, &c. 
(signed) 



IVilliam G osset. 



(Circular, confidential.) 



doors of houses or assisted in a collectln f tuhes .> hav e broken open the outer 
do so, and that ’if in v *n 1 .- ln ^ ®°* ^ ^eg t0 ln form you that it is not legal to 

5 that if any such practices have occurred, they ought to be discontinued. 

I have, &c. 

The Sub-Inspector, Count, Monaghan. . (S ‘ Sned) WiBiam Gosse [ ’ 
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COPY of Letter of the 8th May 1833, addressed to Chief Constable Mansjield 
from Richard Hill. 

Dear Sir, Clones, 8 May 1833. 

I received yours of 6th instant this morning with its enclosures, and have to 
assure you that I am not unmindful of the difficulties you may probably have to 
encounter in the collection of Dean Roper’s tithes. It is certainly throwing a great 
• degree of responsibility on the constabulary to order them to act in such cases, without 
the co-operation of a magistrate to direct them in any critical cases which may occur. 
Irwin having volunteered a similar duty in Farney barony, has formed the pre- 
cedent. I should however hope, from every account I have lately seen in the public 
papers, that the same opposition is not likely to be offered now that might have 
been apprehended three months back. The people generally seem to have got 
more resigned to the business from the expectation they entertain that this will be 
the last payment they will have to make for such a purpose. I have not heard that 
Irwin had been vested with magisterial authority for the occasion he is engaged in. 
A letter I had from Crawley this day says, that he is out every second day on tithe 
duty; no opposition whatever. I am aware that Mr. Gray, whom and his assist- 
ants it will be your principal duty to protect, is not very popular with a certain 
class, and also that he is considered rather hot-headed. It will therefore require 
a good deal of coolness and caution on your part to check this in him, when you see 
it may be carried too far. I would not in your case allow him to dictate in the 
slightest degree contrary to your own judgment. Fifty men are a large force to be 
spared from the constabulary for this one occasion, but 1 will use every exertion to 
accomplish it, if possible to the full extent, or at least very close on it. The great 
object will be that, when collected, every effort should be used to have the matter 
concluded as soon as possible. As you stated that your observations were merely 
r t intended to be confined to myself, they shall not go further ; and what I have now 
said to you are intended to be used in the same way. Y ou will observe, that in 
the 50 meft before mentioned, the entire force of your barony are to be included. 

In allusion to Constable Thompson’s memorial, I shall forward it this day, but 
would have been better pleased it had gone direct from himself. The address 
should have been, “ Sir William Gosset,&c. &c.,” and the superscription, “The Under 
Secretary, &c. &c. Dublin Castle.” In my former communications respecting the 
removal of Constable Farrell to Broomfield, I did not absolutely put a veto on it, 
but explained to you that I had some reluctance to it (if it could be avoided), as 
1 was aware the man had been shifted about very much for the last eight or ten 
months ; and from his long standing in the country, I thought he might be entitled 
to a little indulgence. He evidently is adverse to it himself, from a letter 1 received 
from him on the subject : however, if you still continue to wish the arrangement to 
take place, I have no objection to fully authorize you to make it, by sending Farrell 
to Broomfield, and putting Hartley to succeed him. Broomfield 1 know is not yet 
prepared as a station, no furniture having been sent for it as yet ; and the rest of 
the party intended for it are now lodged at Carrickmacross. Let me know as early 
as possible what time the additional force will be required at B. Bay, and what 
arrangements have been made for them. 

Yours truly, 

(signed) Richard Hill. 
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